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A supplement of eight pages accompanics the pre- 
sent sheet, and contains much interesting matter. * 
After reflection, we have resolved to régister the va- 
rious rs published in consequence of the disptrte be- 
tween Messrs. Sloan and Stevenson, of Va. of the house 
of representatives, as to certain expressions imputed to 
the last named gentleman. 

‘The elements ofr-sistance to the taviffare gather- 
ing in South Carolina and Georgia. It is probable that 
the legislatures of these states will pronounce th® tariff 
laws unconstitutional, so far as they may protect domes- 
tic industry,* and strongly retmonstrate against them— 
appealing mainly to the senate of the United States, In 





such proceedings, it is expected that they will be joined 
by the fegislatures of other anti-tariff states. 

Certam very warm resolutions were before the legisla- 
ture of South Carolina. “We cannot follow up the pro- 
ceedings, though shall make a due record of resuits.+ 

Whatever may be done at present, we suppose, will 
be rather as preparatory of a great effort which is to be 
made at the meeting of the next congress, under the new 
administration; for we think it cannot be expected that, 
that now in session, and which passed the law, will aban- 
don its principie! Indeed, it seems reasonable to be- 
live, that the subject will not be at all meddied with at the 
present session. ‘I'he next will be one of storms; and 

robably more important to parties, if not to the union 
itself, than any that shall have preceded it. 

The whole protecting system will probably come up 
for discussion. 


laws which authorise the employment of the navy for the 
protection of the property of our merchants at sea, at the 
expense of two millions of dollars a year—those laws 
which, by design or accident, protect agriculture, es- 
pecially the cultivation of the cane, Ec. as well as the 
tariff laws of 1816, 1824 and 1828, will all be revised, 
and the whele must sink or swim together, their princi- 
ple and operation being unequivocally the same. What 
will be the result? Why, nearly three fourths of the 


The old laws which established discrim-; 
inating duties on vo aye and tonnage—the present ; 





national legislature will maintain the constitutionality of 
the principle and decide in favor of its expediency; and it 
will not be competent tor the small minority to overthrow 





— 


*It is intimated—we know not on what authority, that 
the southern gentlemen will be content with the repeal 
ofthe act of 1828. Butthis cannot bethe case. If that 
act is unconstitutional, so are those of 1816 and 1824, 
and surely the genticmen wil] not make ‘*bargains”’ about 
constitutional principles! ‘This may not be expected. 
When articles of faith are not involved, ecclesiastical ac 
well as political disputants may yicld much by way of 
compromise, and for the preservation of a good under- 
standing with others; but touch a matter of faith, and the 
d of war are loosed. Under such circumstances, 
will the gentlemen think it expedient to declare against 
the principle of the tariff laws, and commit themselves 
to a course that must reject a compromise? 

+Perhaps a dozen sets of resolutions on the subject 
have been offered to the house of representatives of 
South Carolina. All accord in calling the tariff laws 
unconstitutional and oppressive, and many of them are 
very violent. ‘Those offered by col. A. P. Hayne, after 
proposing the draft of a memorial, in the nature of a bill 
of rights, and the appointment of persons to present it to 
the representatives of the state in congress, Kc. goes on 
to say—That if the said laws, [the tariffof 1828, only] 
constituting the tariff of protection, be not repealed, 
during the ensuing [present] session of congress, that 
the same, or asimilar memorial, be transmitted to the 
succeeding congress of 1829—39, as the last appeal which 








any decisions thus made. No administration can be 
formed in the U, States that will bring about a different 
result, though more than one distinguished convert has 
becn made from what we ourselves often thought was 
beyond the constitutional powers of the general govern- 
ment, to the doctrine that it possesses hardl wer 
enough to preserve ite own existence, and the a epen- 
dence of the country—being the creature of construction, 
and subservient to the notions of a minority of the states 
or of the people, ‘‘angels in the form of men,” who, 
like some of the South Carolina orators, have a right to 
pronounce on the corruption or ignorance of the majori- 
ty! See Mr. McDufiie’s speech at Columbia, declaring 
‘*two-thirds of congress” to have been actuated **hy self- 
ish,ambitious and avaricious motives.’?’ What a sweep- 
ing charge against his fellow members! 





There has been some stir m the 
market in the present week. Flour has been sold at $8 
cash—red wheat from 162 to 170--corn 46 to 48, and 
rye at 55 cents per bushel. These prices may advance, 
for by the last accounts, a belief has been strengthened 
that we shall be PERMITTED to caange our ol 
for calicoes, at a fair rate of duty in England! , to 
the short and bad crops of grain, and consequent scarcity 
of bread stuffs, with the misery of the people, ia that 
land of “free trade!!”” We wish that we were better pre- 
pared to take advantage of this starvation-like accident, 
if it really shall exist;—but the fact is, that the last crop of 
wheat in the United States was a short one, from twe 
causes: Ist, the desire to grow it had been less extensive 
than usual, because of the want of a demand; and 2nd, 
the fields were much injured by the fly, &. Itis pro- 
bable, we think, that the district of country of which Bal- 
timore may be regarded as the chief market, is the only 
one that ean furnish the accustomed quantity of wheat for 
domestic or foreignconsumption. We see it stated that, 
notwithstanding the advance in price, only $€3,011 bls. 
of flour, and 565,902 bushels of wheat, have descended the 
Erie canal in the present year, to be compared with 
422,321 barrels and 1,290,552 bushels in the last. But, 
probably, much has been sent across the lake and down 
the river to Canada. 

We have London accounts of the 6th and Liverpool 
of the 8th Nov. The arrivals of foreign wheat were nu- 
merous. The market was dull, though bonded wheat 
supported ils price, and flour, in bond, is quoted as worth 
from 40 to 42s per bl. The general average for the 
week énding 31st Oct. was 72s 6d, and for six weeks 69s 
10d, so that the then duty was only 15s 8d per quarter on 


wheat, and 8s Sd of a barrel of flour! Wheat, in bond, 
wiS Scilly at Ge Gd to 106c, Ed. rer 7 lbs. it cecomea 


that the best parcels only were saleable, and it is declared 
‘impossible to say what effect may be produced when 
the bonded grain shall be admitted at an almost nominal 
duty.” We think that the computed average will soen 
have reached that point; but how long it will remain so 
high as to admit. additional importations for consump- 
tion, we pretend not to judge; and it is yet a long time to 
the next harvest! Sr 

A friend whose opinion in this matter is entitled to 
much respect, thinks that we had not more than about 
650,000 bls. of flour to spare for the foreign demand, out 
of the last crop. The supply of the eastern states has 
exceéded 800,000 bls. of late years. The rise of price 
will diminish the consumption of wheat, and increase 
that of corn and other grain; and the effect of this should 
be calculated. a 

A few remarks on the effect of the British corn laws 


may not be inappropriate just now. The grain crops in 
the United States pawouih three times as much as those 


of cotton; and, that, the value of the former rted has 


FLOUR AND GRAEN. 





this state ought to make to the good feelings, and wise 
dom of the congress of the union. 


Vou. XXXV—No. 17. 


not rivalled the latter, is to be found in the fact of its 


“general prohibition to British consumption; and the use 
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of our meats, which might be supplied to a still greater 
value, is also forbidden. The offence of the people 
‘‘north, of Mason and Dickson’s line,’ is—that, being 
thus denied a foreign market, they wish to create t 
home; this is called oppressive and unjust by politi- 
cians in the south; and impudent Englishmen tell us that 
it restricts the **freedom of trade!’* If the present price 
of grain were assured, we should soon export from 4 to 5 
mniflions of barrels of flour annually; what a mighty busi- 
ness would he ereated—what a vast number of persons 
would it happily employ! In 1817, the British ports be- 
ing open, we exported 1,479 000 bls. worth $17,751,000 

ereas 1,671, barrels exported in 1825 and 1826, 

were worth only 8,333,000 dollars! The south com- 
plains of fluctuations in the price of cotton, but cannot 
shew an instance more burthensome than this; and the 
wice of cotton has not varied, nor its demand been af- 
ected, by foreign regulations of our trade—both are left 
to the natural results of scarcity or supply: but the price 
and demand for flour has been rendered dependent on 
foreign regulations: and if its consumption in England 
were at all times allowed on the payment of a fair duty, 
it would, probably, seldom be less than $7 per barrel in 
our Seaports, instead of 5; and in its operation on the 
whole quantity of bread stuffs raised, (for it would affect 
every grain sold, whether manufactured or not into flour 
or whiskey, or converted into meat), by our farmers, 
would yicld to them an advanced sum equal, in itself, to 
the whele value of the cotton crop—enormous as that va- 
lune appears. We shall make this declaration easily un- 
derstood by a familiar example, that every one may see 
its principle. In general, the wheat erop is relied on as 
the chief thing for sale—and say that a farmer has 400 
bushelst to spare—when flour is at $5, this will feteh 
400 dollars, but when at 7 dollars, 560 dollars; or an 
ADDITIONAL PROFIT of foriy per cent. And is it crimi- 
nal in the farmers, (a great majority of the people of the 
United States), to seek this state of things, or demand that 
reciprocity which may produce a result so beneficial to 
them? What would the cotton planters say, if thus sub- 
jected to foreign regulations of the price of their pro- 
duct? Aye—WHaT WOULD THEY say? 

AvctTions. Petitions against auctions, signed by seven- 
teen thousand six hundred persons, have been presented 
to congress, from the city of New York, praying for an 
act to regulate and restrain auctions offoreign goods. A 
very numerously signed carey has also been presented 
from Philadelphia, and there will be many others from 
different places. ‘The commercial community is deeply 





*But all are notso. The London Times of the SOth 
October, notices the publication by parliament ofa series 
of documents and official papers and letters concerning the 
tariff laws of the United States, which it speaks of as 
likely to afford materials for future comment.—For the 
present, however, says the editor, **we content ourselves 
with quoting one short sentence from an able letter of 
Mr. H, U. Addington to Mr. Canning, bearing date 
May 30, 1824, wherein he accounts for the tariff polic 
of America, in the following terms, which we trust will 
nut be wholly overlevked by wit lanucd Oligarchy or 
England:—‘‘I have only to add, that had no restriction on 
the importation of. Soneign grain existed in Europe gener- 
ally, and especialiyin Great Britain, 1 have little doubt 
that the tariff would never have passed through either 
house of congress, since the great agricultural states, and 
Pennsylvania garb the main mover of the question, 
would have been indifferent, if not opposed, to its enact- 
ments,” 

+ We put down 400 bushels, in a belief that.it is about 
the average amount sold by the farmers of Pennsylvania, 
&e. cultivating wheat for market. Here then, and on 
this article only, there is an annual difference to every 
farmer of 160 dollars—the receipt of which, for one year, 
will refund him all the extra duties levied upon foreign 
articles consumed by him and his successors for 160 
years!—the present state of things being maintaincd.— 
But the truth is—that the gine of manufactured articles 
has not advanced because of the protecting tarift laws. — 
Nay, we stand prepared to shew that the price has been 


interested in this matter. The restraint desired, if ok 
tained, would cast many millions of American capital into 


an active and profitable business which is now 





ven upt 
sluggish, and uncreative, dealings or speculati “4 in 
stocks—zand wall send many irresponsible and fraudulent 
Englis agents home. It was supposed that the New 
Yo 


petition and signatures occupied half a ream of pa. 
per,and Mr. Johnson, on presenting it, unrolled 30 or 40 
yards of it, without much seeming reduction of its bulk, 

‘‘CoMMERCE,”’ says a Jate writer, ‘‘with some trifling 
a: sistance from direct faxes, has paid off the revolutiona- 
ry debt, and sustained the nation in peace and war,” 
This is a very pretty saying, but less true, perhaps, 
than it would be to say, that this debt has been paid off 
by planting potatoes.* Commerce, in itself, psys noth- 
ing—the seaman no more than the ploughman, the mer- 
chant the same as a laborer on the high-way—exeept in 
proportion to the quantity of foreign taxed goods respec- 
tively @usumed by them. And we might as well insist, 
that the persons who were appointed collectors ot the di- 
rect taxes paid the amount of such taxes, as to affirm 
that commerce has paid off the debt, &c. Indeed, the 
merchants and dealers sre collectors, or tax-gather- 
ers—as much so as those who proceed from house to 
house to obtain our city or country rates. The modus 
operandi is different, but the effect is the same. Thus— 

A person imports 1000 Ibs. of sugar and 1000 Ibs. of 
coffee from Cuba. Their first cost is about 150 dollars 
in thatisland. But before it is allowed to land them, the 
merchant must give bond for the payment of 80 dollars, 
or more than 50 per cent. as duties or taxes upon them. 
Then he sells his lot of sugar and coffee, if even at cost, 
for 230 dollars to the retailer, and the last collects of the 
people the tax of three cents per ib. on the sugar, and of 
five cents on the coffee, by which he pays the importer, 
who is then thus enabled to pay the United States. And, in 
reality, what matter is it to the people whether they pay 
a tax of 80 dollars, to a retailer, standing behind his 
counter, or toa person whose business it isto pass fram 
house to house, and demand it? Eighty dollars are eighty 
dollars, in either case; and the merchant no more pays it 
into the treasury than does the ordinary tax gatherer 
personally pay the amounts collected by him. It is con- 
sumption, and not commerce that pays. 

Many will think that the t greys remarks are wholly 
unnecessary; and so, indeed, they ought to be. But when 
—_ who know better, indulge themselves in the utter- 


1 ance of such falsehoods to mislead the public judgment, 


it is proper that they should be reproved and exposed. 
We would have it so, if we could, that every vender af 
the really taxed articles consumed by the people, should 
be required to state the amount of the taxes u them. 
Thus—when asked the price of coffee, the seller should 
say, “ten cents for the coffee and five cents tax,” &e. 
We wish every person to know what he pays, that he 
may look over the expenditure of it more closely. 
Many would grumble a whole year about the payment of 
as much money to an openly avowed and honest tax &- 
therer, as they sometimes pay on their wines, &e. fur- 
nished ata oimglc entertainment for their friends, It is 
; crue the last is voluntary, or rather not thought of—but 
not the less oppressive on the purse on that account. 





Evectioxs. Mr. John L. Moore, (one of the electors 
of president on the “Troup” electoral ticket), havin 
resigned—Mr. Seaton Grantland was, on the 9th ballot, 
elected by the legislature to supply his place. The col- 
lege then proceeded to business, and gave 9 votes to An- 
drew Jackson for president, and 7 votes to Wm. Smith, 
and 2to John C. Calhoun, both of South Carolina, for 
the office of vice president. 

Mr. agg were 3 (J.) has been elected to congress 
from Ohio, from the district lately represented by Mr. 


Creighton, appointed judge of the U. S. court for the 
district, 


_— | 


*We think it very probable that the potatoe crop in the 
United States is vaeth much more than the whole amount 
of the revenue of the United States. The turnip crop 
in England is estimated at about 20 millions of pounds— 














much reduced; and we shall do it, speedily and conclu- 
sively. 


or 90 millions of dollars. If so, the potatoe crop in the 
Tinited States, must be worth SO or 40 millions, 
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‘ sa} returns of the presidential election in Lou- 
a ae the Jackson ticket 4603 votes, and to the 
Adams ticket 4076. Majority for the general, 527 votes. 

Jacob Burnett, esq. one of the judges of the supreme 
court of the state, has been elected a senator of the Uni- 
ted States from Ohio, in the place of gen. Harrison, re- 
signed. ‘The vote was for Mr. Burnett (ad.) 56, John 
W. Campbell (J.) 50, and 2 scattering. it appears that 
the minority in the senate, by absenting themselves, de- 
feated the election of the senator at the time first appoint- 
ed to make a choice, ; 

Parties ave very nearly balanced in the legislature of 
Indiana—Isaac Howk, esq. (ad.) was elected speaker of 
the house of representatives by a majority of two votes 
over S. Judah, esq. 

Joln Owen, esq. has been elected governor of North 
Carolina, on the 6th ballot—tor Mr. Owen 98, R. D. 
Spaight, esq. 92, and 2 scattering. Re. 

Mr. Derbigny has been elected governor of Louisiana, 
by the legislature—an act by which is required to con- 
firm the selection made by the people, and to make a 
choice out of the two highest voted for, Mr. Butler, 
who had been the opponent of Mr. D. but beaten, de- 
clined being a candidate before the legislatare. 

Ivems. It is stated that Mr. C. Hughes, at present 
our charge des affaires in Holland, has been named by 
the president to the senate as minister plenipotentiary, 
in consequence of the reference of the dispute concerning 
our north-eastern boundary to the arbitration of the king 
of the Netherlands. 

The report that Mr. Adams will take up a permanent 
residence in Washington, is pronounced incorrect—but 
he will remain there sometime for the settlement of his 
private affairs. 








Battrwone market. Mr. Eichelberger, the clerk of 
the Centre Market, at our request, again counted the 
wagons, &c. attending, and the result was for the three 
last market days as follows: 


Wagons. Carts. Boats. 

Wednesday, 222 319 18 

Saturday, 173 327 25 

395 646 43 

Wednesday, (17th). 269 301 19 
In the cold hard weather of winter, the wagons are 


much more numerous. 
to 60 miles, 

It would be curious to calculate the amount of persons, 
horses, vessels and boats, employed in the mere trans- 
portation of articles for consumption in Baltimore—such 
as bread stuffs and other vegetables, meat and all other 
sorts of provisions or supplies, domestic or foreign, with 
wood, coal, lumber, and other materials for building and 
repairing our houses, &. How would our boasted fo- 
reign commerce sink in a comparison with this. 


Many of them coming from 49 


IyTERIon TRADE. The following pleasant little article 
is copied from the Meadville, (Penn.) Messenger. It 
shews the wonderful pregress of improvement in the 
west. “The wilderness blossoms asthe rose,” and the 
arts are successfully applied where the wolfand the bear 
late had their habitations. 

Cleared from (the port of) Meadville, the fast floating 
boat, “the Ann Eliza.” 

All the materials of which this boat was built were 

growing on the banks of French creek on the 27th ult. 
On the 28th she was launched; and piloted to this Beers 
before sunset, by her expert builders Messrs. Matlor 
and Towne. Her cargo consisted, among other things, 
of 300 reams of crown, medium and royal patent straw 
paper, with patent book and paste boards; and left this 

place early.on the 30th ult. for Pittsburgh, with about 20 

passengers on board. 

Tur Rappawannocx. It is believed that, from the 
contracts made to perform the work on this river, that 
thirty miles of it will be rendered nayigable before the Ist 
Jan. 1830. It is to have a communication with the Ra- 
pidan river. We rejoice to observe the progress of the 
spirit of improvement in old Virginia 


pay Maine, must have something to se/J. 


And, whenever 


the states, but of the good feelings of the people who in- 
habit them one for southieds aah enl a Oe range of 
their kind wishes, for the happines of al! men. 

‘‘T'aE system.” -No less than $26 cargoes of lumbér 
were received at the town of Providence, R. I. in 1827, 
from the state of Maine only. But for the manufacturing 
establishments in and near Providence, one-third of the 
quantity would have stocked the market, and yet Maine 
may be regarded as an anti-tariff state. We have no 
deubt that the domestic trade of Maine in lumber, is 
worth many times her foreign export. Rhode Island, fo 

ine, She has that 
something in her manufactares, and Providence is the 
richest town of its size in the United States. It has sup- 
plied nearly all the capital for the Blackstone eanal, and, 
probably, m 1829, will take of Maine 652 cargoes of 
lumber, instead of 326, as in 1827—for she will more and 
more supply the interior with it, and more and more 
need it fer her own increased building of houses, We 
like to see things working thus, to the reciprocal advan- 
tage of parties—and so it is in all the parts and relations of 
the “American system. ”’ 

besetintetiomeed 

Bourrato. We have a little table shewing the clear- 

ances made at the port of Buffalo, in each year from 
1815 to 1827, inclusive—amount in the first given year one 
ly 64, and in the last 561!——and probably in the present 
will exceed 650. Buffalo, 1812, was a point as far ree 
mote, in the estimation, or for want of means of access, 
as the most western post that we have located on the 
great lakes. Perhaps, seemingly as far from the city af 
New York, as the Rocky Mountains now appear to be 
from St. Louis, These things mark the glorious pré« 
gress of ourcountry. The hitherto rude and _profitless 
mountains of Vermont teem with busy men, and the brisk 
ham of wheels is heard in parts of Maine but lately as 
wild as when our country was first settled. The maref 
of the west is gigantic—and parts of the south, especially 
Alabama, Louisiana and Florida are advaneing most ta- 
pidly in population and wealth. The next census will 
shew us wonderful things. We hope that the law requir- 
ing itto be made, will contain a liberal provision to as- 
certain other statistics hardly less interesting, and esseh- 
tial to an enlightened legisiation, as to the employment 
of persons, and the products of their industry—agricul- 
tural, mechanical or manufacturing. The eapital vested 
and profits made, perhaps, cannot be ascertained—but no 
one will object to make some general stgtements of great 
interest to the community, when collected and presented 
in a proper manner, 
‘‘Anti-TaniFF!” The ‘‘ National Journal” says—*The 
South Carolina and Georgia representatives who have ar- 
rived, have brought their domestic habits with them; in 
other words, they appeared in their places clothed in 
homespun.”’ s 

"he £tAlet ~ ¥-— --pee- thee UC lOHOWng—VWe are 
nighty gratified at the sight of several ladies in church on 
the last Sabbath, whose wealth entitled them to the most 
splendid productions of India, attired in dresses of do- 
mestic manufacture. Their neatness does honor to the 
character of their sex, and affords an example worthy of 
imitation. We are pleased to see so much of the anti- 
tariff spirit already prevailing in this section, and would 
recommend it still more extensively. 

The ‘Mobile Register’’ has these rémarks—We 
were particularly gratified to notice yesterday, at one of 
our wharves, a large flat, laden entirely with stone ware, 
manufactured during the past summer at Autauga county, 
in this state. 

The assortment embraces every desirable variety of 
that useful article in domestic economy, and in poigt of 
quality and appearance, equals that which is brought from 
the northern and eastern states. 

We learn, and it is with pleasure we announce the 
cireumstance, that there are two establishments of the 
kind in that neighborhood, in strecessful tion, on¢é 
of which moalds and burns about 700 gallons a week. 
We tender the enterprising proprietors, our hearty good 
wishes for their success. 

The governor, and many of the roembers of the legis- 





improvement is made, it tends to a consolidation—ro¢ of 


lature of Alabama, it is also stated, have made their puh- 
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lic ce clothed in articles of domestic, or, more | —and they, satisfied with the full protection Previously 


iV household manufacture. 
gc These things, by « strange misapprehension, 
approved of. We have not Iabored for any particular 
cnenerygne. Much good will grow out of these proceed- 
hey 
bring about reciprocity in our trade with them. - The la- 
own focal looms instead of foreign ones, and this is 
to purchase more freely of other articles —and these wil 
the commercy with the other states, without decreasing the 
will smk before the interests of the parties to it; but | 
and kinder feelings tor those who support its ee 
rate fellow concealed some tobacco in his hat and boots!— 
gled into the United States, or entered at short prices 
mitted to prison for default in payment. 
against which the new tariff was principally directed; tor 
and sensible paper—and, perhaps, may be said to be 
the tariff law of the last session, Ne thinks that the 
friendly remonstranee” should be made against it—say- 
vered in, ‘North Carolina is as capable as any state of 
of the greatest and wost powerful of the confederaey,— 
the encouragement of manufactures and the promotion 
ready carried on, and gentlemen tell us that these are 
habits, North Carolina pays much less than her propor- 
third than the great manufacturing state of Massachu- 
credit of the character of her people; but should soften 
eee, ay yard of such cloths annually, being supplied 
rom t 
habitants of the lower country of North Garolina, with- 


are regarded as anti-tarif. We do not so respect them— 
branch, or location, of domestic industry-——but greeted 
ings. will tend to accomplish our Ieading purpose 
dies and gentlemen alluded to in the preceding para- 
the whole of it, except that the cost of their clothing has 
be obtained. A general resolution thus to clothe them- 
amount of it. The trade between them will seek aad 
not, the progress of manufactures in the south will break 
to the complete success of which we are ardeutly devoted, 
Smvueciins. The British complain of smuggling of 
a pound or two, perhaps forhis own use. A small re- 
and soki at auction, on British account. Three men, 
"The London Sunday Times, of Nov. 2, says, 
itis found that there is Uittle or no difficulty in smugeli 
Nontru Carerina. We haveacopy ofthe message 
characteristic of the state, because of its moderation and 
spirit of the constitution forbids the passage of protecting 
ing, however, that “a dissolution of the unton is not to be 
This uupretnding state is peculiarly fitted to LUCE TS 
bulin our opinion, as ofientimes urged, these desirable 
of internal improvements. In some of the counties of 
the most prosperous. But because of her valuable house- 
tion of the taxes levied for the support of the general 
setts, under the tariff, though her representation in con- 
complaints conceruing any well-devised tariff on foreign 
eirown looms, ‘The excessive tax, however, u 
out rendering the least good to any persons in the United 


they indicate. a spirit of hostility. that may not be} 


afforded, did not seek an increase of duty. 

The governor next presents an interesting view of t}, 
public works pong on or projected, and urges the con). 
mencement of a system, shewing that the means of ¢},, 
state are ample for the purpose of making roads and ce. 
nals, opening the channels of rivers and removing say; 
bar's and shoals. ? 

The eonditiun of the banks, (not paying specie for the;; 
notes) is next referred to—and a hope expressed that tic 
course pursued by these institutions in the last year, of 
reducing the dividends and collecting their debts, wil! 
insure the stockholders ‘‘the par value of their stock, a; 
the expiration of their charters”—1st. Jan. 1835. The 
state owns $700,000 in the stock of the banks—and the 
important inquiry is suggested, whether the banking sys. 
tem shall be abandoned, or new banks established? if the 
latter, we would respectfully offer an opinion, that, when. 
ever a bank shaH refuse or be unable to pay its debts, it 
should be required to wind up its affairs and relinquish 
its charter—uuless under special circumstances that may 
be provided for; and, certainly, while not paying its debts, 
it should be absolutely farbidden to declare dividends of 
brofits: 
: These are the chief subjects of the message—extrae/s 
from which we may insert hereafter, if we can spare the 
room for them. 





Nouta CAROLINA STATE BANK. At an annual meet. 
ing of the stockholders held at Raleigh on the Ist inst. ; 
coinmittee was appointed to inquire into the state of the 
bank, &c. and on the 3d, the committee made a report, 
speaking generally well of the management of the bank; 
but recommending a winding up of its concerns—to com. 
mence immediately, and, for the benefit of the stock. 
holders and the safety of the public, to proceed mode- 
rately, but regularly to its object. 

This report was laid over for the consideration of a 
adjourned meeting of the stockholders, called to be hel: 
on the first Monday of June next. 





Protection! The Raleigh Register of the 12th ins. 
says—The following resolutions have been introducei 
by Mr. Stiober in the senate and agreed to. 

Resolved, ‘That the best interests of the state require, 
that agriculture and domestic manufactures should be pro- 
tected. 

Resolved, That the committce on agriculture be in- 
structed to inquire into the best means of ‘promoting ob- 
jects so essential. 

Resolved, That the growing of wool is of primary in- 
portance, and that said committee inquire if any mei- 
sure can be adopted for its encouragement. 


STEEL. Weareglad to see the testimony of practical 
men, of great respectability, in favor of the domestic steel 
manufactured by the Eagle company, for Messrs. ‘Town- 
~vety “Kivus Gy Ov. Pearl sreet, New. York. Its price 
compared with the imported, is 15 to 20 per cent. lest, 
and it appears to have sustained the severest tests, as ( 
its quality, bearing a sharp and exceedingly fine edge, 
welding well, and has been manufactured into auger: 
and bitts, which cannot be made of inferior steel, excep! 
like Peter Pindar’s razors—‘o sell; as much of the fo- 
reign goods imported is manufactured. It is well observ- 
ed in the National Advocate, that the cost of foreign 
stecl, has hitherto about equalled the whole exports o{ 
the prodacts of our farmers to Great Britain; and we 
rejoice that, as the British buy so little of us, that we are 
evety day becoming so situated that we may purchas¢? 
less and less of them. 


——— 


Norwici, Cox. The splendid water power on the 
Shetucket river, near Norwich, Connecticut, is about (0 
be prepared for operation, by dams, canals, &e. by a com- 
pany, with an adequate capital. The power is estimated 
as sufficient to carry 50,000 spindles, with their apput 
tenances, at al] seasons: and boats for the transportation 
of materials or goods, may lie at the doors of the facto- 
ries. The neighboring country is healthy, and supplics 





.th 

its progress with pleasure wherever and by whomsoever 
—that of rendering us independent of foreigners, and 
gra hs, have happily dressed themselves ia the products of 
been saved totheir country. Such saving will enable them 
selves in the south, might partially change the nature of 
must find its own level. Every thing of a hostile character 
down the excitement against the tariff, and lead to better 
asa maip pillar of our country’s safety. 

@ 
tobacco and brandy, from American vesscls. X despe- 
tarn this for the millions werth or goods a:nually smug- 
detected at Liverpool, had been fined £100 each; and com- 

‘There are lavge orders for America, even tn goods 
them across the Canadian frontier.” —Uonest John Bull! 
of gov. Iredell to the Icgislutare. It ts a business-like 
plainness.- ‘The governor shews a decided opposition to 
laws, and he pronounces it expedient that a ‘*mild and 
thought of.’ Adding, that if the system shall be perse- 

is peculiarly fi 
events are only to be brought about in North Carolina by 
this state a good deal of manufacturing business is al- 
hold industry, and greater plainness of manners and 
yerumeut~nay, we doubt not that she pays less by one 
gress is exactly the same. ‘Ihis iscommendable—to the 
cloths, &c. thousands of families in the state hardly con- 
on molasses, has inflicted a severe injury upon all the in- 
States, except a few cultivators of the cane in Louisiana 


of working people and of provisions te feed them, ar’ 
abundant. =e . 
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“Srpapy HaBiTs!”? The question was submitted to 
the Sralified voters of what is called the “Western Re- 
serve” in Ohio, whether the school lands belonging to the 
district should be sold, and the result was as follows.— 


-selli ‘ye oy inst it, 6,483. ‘The comfortable 
pete Fy lands will remain devoted to their noble 


and original purpose. 


Tue ruBLic DEBT. A writer in the New York Even- 
ing Post, speaking of the public debt—says, ‘‘we thank 
the administration even for complying with the law of the 
jJand, which provides that ten reiftions ehall ée annually 
appropriated to the sinking fund,” &c. So do we—for 
the time has been, when the law was set aside for two 
sueceeding years. In the first, with a deprecation of its 
recurrence; but in the second without saying one word 


about it! 



























Britisa exports, Gore’s Liverpool] Advertiser of the 
25th Sept. last, shews that 128,802 pieces and 1,059,856 
yards of cotton goods, were exported from Liverpool in 
one week—which, in the New York Nationai Advocate, 
are estimated, together, to have been worth a million of 
dollars! So much for the British system in one week, 
and in respect to a single manufacture, at one port. The 
panes to which the goods were sent are given. To Lis- 

on 18,586 — Calcutta, 17,759, Rio Janeiro 16,225, 
New York 11,805, but to all the other ports of the United 
States only 1,174 pieces. Those shipped for New York, 
were, no doubt, chiefly on British account, for credit on 
duties and sales at auction. 


meet. eek ee, 
Inst, 2 REVENUE ON ImMroRTATIONS. We understand it isa 
Of the fact, says.the Providence American, that during the last 
port, twenty years, the United States’ government has not lost 
bank; a cent at the custom house in Providence. This shows 
Com. -a strict caution on the part of the officers, but it is mainly 
tock. to be attributed to the integrity and stability of our mer- 
node. chants, and speaks volumesin their praise. We doubt 
whether a similar instance exists in any district of the 
oF an ; size ofthis. ‘This fact too shows, that, with proper pre- 
hel: é cautions, the United States neednever be compelled to 


resort to her prerogative to the direct injury of other 
more deserving creditors. 

















x 
iced PENNSYLVANIA. The following resolution’ was offer- 
3 ed in the house of representatives, by gen. Duncan, one 
wire, é of the members from Philadelphia, and laid upon the 
pro Be table: 
— Whereas, gen. Andrew Jackson, president elect of 
cine FS the United States, is expected soon to visit the city of 
ob- e, Pittsburg on his way to the general government, and 
| whereas, it would be highly gratifying to the citizens of 
im. ; this commonwealth, to welcome to their capital “the 
ei- man who. has filled the measure of his country’s glo- 
, ry.”’*—Therefore, 
3 Resolved, Thata committec, to consist of three mcm- 
‘cal © bers, be appointed, in conjunction with a similiar com- 
eel mittee of the senate, if the scnate shall a point such a; 
vi committee, forthe purpose of respectfully tuviting the | 
ice EO president elect, and in the event of his acceptance, escort-. 
- ing him, as the guest of the people, from Pittsburg to 
to sburg, to participate in the anniversary festival of 
xe, F the 8th of January, 1815. ; 
3 Doubts having arisen asto the propriety of this pro- 
ot ceeding, the subject was referred toa committee. In 
P the mean time, a meeting of the members of the legisla- 
v. ture, friendly to the election of the general, was held, 
_ and the ker of the senate appointed chairman—and 
of after a preamble, the following resolution was adopted: 
e R d, Thata committee of nine be appointed, 
. on behalf of the members of the general assembly and, | 
. the people of Pennsylvania, to invite Andrew Jackson, | 
the president elect of the U. States, to visit Harrisburg, | 
on 8th of January, 1829; or at any other time during | 
the session of the legislature, and thereby afford them an | 
*We have as much as any others, according to our 
means, rendered due honor'to gen. Jackson ‘‘for filling up 
2 the measure of his country’s glory”—but we do hope 
that hereafter, the beautiful sentiment of Mr. Jefferson. 
will not be falsely quoted. Gen. Jackson’s just fame 
. does not require such unjust support, Ep. Rae. 
F 


. hief was well founded. 
| called—though having ceased to be chancellor of New 
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opportunity of evineing their respect for the distinguish- 
ed station to which he has been elevated, and of exhibif- 
ing tohim personaily, their high regard for his moral 
worth, eminent talents, and splendid services. 

After which, the committee of the house of represcen- 
tatives made the following report: 

‘*The committee to whom was referred the resolution 
of gen. Duncan, inviting the president elect, to visit the 
seat of government 

Report, "That they have had the resolution referred 
to them, under consideration, 

The committee are decidedly of opinion, that the pea- 
ple of Pennsylvania are desirous that the members of 
the general assembly should invite the president elect, 
to visit the capital of the state on his way to the eapital 
of the union, and evince to him personaily, their regard 
for his pure patriotism, eminent talents and splendid ser- 
viees. The only difficulty which srtaeatel itself, was 
in relation tothe manner and form in which the invitation 
should be given, and the respect shown. From this diff- 
culty the committce and the house have been relieved 
by a meeting which has taken place, of the members of 
the senate and house of representatives, at which full and 
complete arrangements have been made, to effectuate the 
object designated by the resolution.—No further pro- 
ceedings are therefore necessary, and they recommend 
the adoption of the foliowing resolution: 

That the committee be discharged from any further 
consideration of the subject. 

The report and resolution were unanimously accepted. 

[The recognition of an act of a private meeting’, in *re- 
lieving the house of representatives,” as stated—we think 
is something new in a legislative body.] 

Mr. Joun Ranpotrn. ‘The “Statesman” says thata 
bill has passed the senate of Georgia for the formation of 
anew county and for naming it Randolph, in compliment 
to the ‘gentleman of Roanoke.” In 1812, the following 
act was passed by the legislature of the same state: 

‘*.4n act to change the name of the county of Randolph, 

‘Whereas, it was obviously the intention of the legis- 
lature of Georgia, in designating a county in their state by 
the name of Randolph, to perpetuate thename of John 
Randolph, a member of congress from Virginia, whose 
early exertions in the cause of democracy, and entire de- 
votion to the republican. system, claimed the approba- 
tion and applause of every good citizen of these United 
States: But Whereas,the conduct of said John Randolph, 
in his official capacity as a- member of congress, 4 
evinced such a manifest desertion of correct a 
and such a decided attachment to the enemies of the Uni- 
ted States, asto render his name odious to every repub- 
licun citizen inthis state and of the United States, 

“ Beit therefore enacted by the senate and hoyse of 
representatives of the state of Georgia, in general as- 
sembly met, and by the authovity of the same, That front 
and after the passuge of this act, the county. of Randolph 
shall be called and known by Uc uame of the county of 
Jasper, any law to the contrary notwithstanding, 

BENITALIN WHITAKE 
Speaker of the houseof represenva 
WILLIAM RABUN 
President of the senate. 

Assented to, 10th December, 1812.” 

The act now to be passed ouglit to contain something 
explanatory of that of 1812, which we thought, at the time 
of its passage, was inexpedicnt, and as descending. from 
the dignity ofa legislative body. 7vmpora mutantur, Yc. 


es. 





Hexry Ecxronp, or New York. This gentlemaa 
has severely suffered in his reputation, because of certain 
actual, or supposed, connexions with one of the batch of 
speculating companies, which, sometime ago, were gotten 
up in New York, and by which honest men were dee 
frauded out of large sums of money. —e not per- 
sonally acquainted with Mr. Eckford, further than a 
transient introduction, we had long esteemed his charac- 
ter, and sincerely regretted his connexion with that es 
tablishment—but have had reason to believe that he was 
the victim, and not the agent, of the speculations retere 
red to; and are now happy to feel assured that that be 

Chancellor Kent (as he is usually 
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York, beeause he had arrived at the age of sixty), has giv- 
én i able testimony as to thé transfer of certain 
shares of stock, and relicved Mr. Ecktord of the specu- 
lation, alias swindling, imputed to that company; and we 
that Cadwallader D. Colden, Peter Harmony and 
Allen, esquires, acommittee, on behalf of his 
fellow citizens, have presented a splendid vase to Mr. 
Eckford, as a testimony of the undiminished respect and 
esteem of many who ought to know him best. 

_ We have no other object in this paragraph than to do 

the little that we can to restore an injured individual to 
he good opinion of his fellow citizens—a brother mechan- 
it, whose skill, industry and enterprise, has been both 
hgnorable and useful to his country. 
Raheem someone Sie geen pated of Russia, in 
iis proceedings against ‘Turkey, does not appear to have 
heen guided by British counsels—anid, as na told our 
readers sometime ago, we may soon expect to hear of 
“‘Turkish patriots.” Nay, it is intimated as possible, 
that the cross of St. George may be in “holy: alliance,” 
with the crescent of Mahomet. In that case, the Turks 
= be patriots—Britain being the standard in all sueli 
things: 

e have no love for the dominion of Russia—no wish 
that the mighty power of her emperor should be extend- 
ed, but one | desire the expulsion of the Turks 
from Europe; and, that being accomplished, we stand in- 
different to the result—supposing that any change must 
benefit one of the fairest portions ofthe earth, and relieve 
the oppressed Greeks of the burthens imposed on them 
hy the cruel mastery of barbarian conquerors. 





Tae DELAWARE AND RARITAN CANAL, 80 long contem- 
pleted now seems about to be commenced with spirit, by 
the state of New Jersey. Its cost is estimated at only 
one million of dollars, which the state may easily obtain 
on the credit of the work, if not preferring to allow a 

ivate company to make the canal. But we had rather 
that such property should be vested in the state—wish- 
ing to avoid incorporations in all practicable cases. 


FOREIGN NEWS. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 


The excitement about the Catholic question is increas- 
ing: proceedings have been instituted by the government 
against several persons of character and rank in the coun- 
ties of Monaghan and Kerry. At the great meeting in 
Kent, mentioned in our last number, Mr. O’Connell is 
said to have pledged himself to reject all offers of eman- 
cipation that were clogged with restrictions. 

A number of emigrants, returning to England in the 
packet ship New England, belonging to New York, 
were guilty of great disorders and mutinous conduct; 
meonsequence of which, on their arrival in Liverpool, the 
ringleaders, with five of the crew of the ship, were com- 
mitted to prison in order to await the penalty of the law. 


FRANCE, 


The vintage has proved to be abundant in the upper 
Mi wae ww thace More 


v - PRaromse Anede 
a mieat that usual. The difficulties between France 
and Brazil are said to have been settled by an explanato- 
ry article to.the treaty of 1826, relative to- belligerents 
and neutrals. ‘Troops have been despatched from Brest 
to supply vacancies occasioned by disease in the corps 
stationed in the Antilles. . 

Between Oct. 13th and 17th seven vessels with corn 
from the Baltic, on government account, arrived at Calais. 
‘Fhat lately landed at Havre is in bond; and on the 24th 
5 or 6,000 hectolitres of wheat were sold there for Eng- 
Jand, at 27 or 28 frances. 

The porte is said to have been highly exasperated by 
the invasion of the Morea by the French, and with diffi- 


efilty restrained from making a formal declaration of| 
war. 





SPAIN. 

The infant Don Carlos has claims on the treasu 
more than wine millions of reals, and lias demanded im- 
mediate payment. It is said that England has offered a 
jean, on conditions of having secured one half the reve- 
nue of the post office, the lottery, snutf'and tobacco. The 


for 
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gount Villamar has been arrested at the gates of Madrid. 
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Couriers were very active from Madrid to Lisbon, ,,, 
other courts. The government has required Spaniare, 
who left their country voluntarily, to return in fou, 
months, <A life pension will be granted to those Who 
wish to remain abroad. 

hagas oe: who have settled in Barcelona since 1895 
were to leave in six days. 
The fever was still committing great havoc at Giby.). 
tar. The king of Spain has tendered 10,000 fanegas , 
wheat for the use of the indigent sufferers by the sicknes, 


PORTUGAL, 


The constitutional Guerillas have entered Villa Reg 
and released all the constitutionalists that were in prison— 
and, at the last advices, were menacing an attack upoy 
Oporto, at which place the troops were beginning ty 
manifest a preference for Don Pedro. An order has bee 
issued forbidding the privy council from consulting, jp 
appointments to office, persons who are not in favor of 
the existing order of things, The northern provinces of 
that kingdom are greatly convulsed. We have notices 
of arrests, spies and prison, which appear to be greatly 
in requisition, and exhibiting the country as distracted 
as could be wished by its greatest enemies; the present 
state of affairs cannot long remain. 

An insurrection has broken out in the island of 
Terceira, in faverof Don Pedro. Maunis and Almeida, 
who placed themselves at the head, are said to lave 
collected a body of 3000 Guerilla troops, have received 
a check. 

A letter from Lisbon of Oct. 15th, says, that the pope’; 
nuncio and senor Campuzono, the Spanish minister, are 
endeavoring to persusde Dou Miguel to marry the young 
queen, but without effect. It was also said that he appear- 
ed willing, but that the queen mother would not allow 
it. 

RUSSIA, TURKEY, Ke, 


The emperor has left Varna for St. Petersburg. Tlic 
army were about going into winter quarters. Large ma- 
gazines are to be formed at Varna, and it is to be strongly 
tortified. In Asia the Russians have gained some additional 
advantages over the ‘Turks, and garrisoned several tor- 
tresses taken from them. ‘The new levy for the Russian 
army will raise it to upwards of 900,000 men, including 
those of the military colonies.. Of this large force it is 
said it will be in the power of the emperor to mare) 
400,000 against the ‘lurks in the approaching campaign, 
without weakening the armies which it would be neces- 
sary to leave as acheck upon Austria and Sweden, 


The Havre Phare of the 34 mentions a report, that, 
after the fall of Varna, Omar Vrione effected his retreat, 
and was pursued by the prince Eugene of Wirtemburg. 

It is stated that’Coron was lelivered up to the French, 
without any opposition. 

Near Canea, in Canadia, the Greeks lately took a ‘fort 
from the Turks, and fought a long time before they were 
dispossessed, 

4 more eannonare to be sent to the Morea from France, 
to fortify the strong places. There is said tu be a scar- 
ely of provisions. 

he Russians have obtained the island of Samos of the 
Greek government, to establish their head quarters; and 
it is supposed that the English and Frenclf will have ral- 
lying places in other positions, The expedition for Pre- 
vesa has left Poros. It will amount to about 35 sail. 

The president of Greece has issued orders for the 
formation of six battalions of artillery, on a nucleus of the 
two battalions now existing. 

It is asserted that the French troops will not retire 
from the Morea until peace is established between Rus- 
sia and the porte—And that when the fortresses, still oc- 
cupied by the enemics of Greece, shall be in the power 
of the French, a regular Greek army shall be organised 
and armed with muskets, sent from France at the same 
time as the expedition. 

There is a statement, taken from the Constitutionel, 
that the duke of Wellington has called on the French 
government to unite with England in demanding an ex- 
planation from the emperor as to his ulterior views re- 
specting Turkey; but the French eabinet replied it wish- 
yw confine itself altogether to the treaty of the 6th 

uly, 
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HAY. 
arn from Port au Prince, that. president Boyer 
ah ick hott atthe head of all his disposuble force, for 
Aux Cayes, which port, it was said, was biockaded by -a 
Spanish flect from Havana. The event has caused a 
deal of sensation in the island, and it was feared se- 
rious consequences might result. [MF G. 
 MBXICO, 

The editor of the Philadelphia Vational Gazette has re- 
ceived information from Vera Cruz to the 19th Novem- 
ber. General Santa Anna was in the state of Oajaca, 
with four or five thousand men.—But as Guerrero him- 
self (who was still in Mexico) took no part in the rebel- 
lion, and the general government shewed much energy, 
the speedy overthrow of Santa Anna, was confidently 
expected by the most intelligent observers. Many ar- 
rests had kes place, and a general feeling of uncasiness 
seemed to prevail. 

LEGISLATURE OF LOUISIANA. 
Governor Johnson’s message is brief and almost entirely 
given up to local matters—inviting attention to the lev- 
ees and roads, and the opening of canals, &e. The two 
following paragraphs are generally interesting. 

In. taking a retrospective view of the condition of our 
common country since your last session, we find the strong- 
est motives to the renewed expression of our gretitude to 
the Omnipotent Ruler of the universe, for the numerous 
evidences of his peculiar favor. Among other nations of 
the earth, the elements of deadly animosity are at 
work, and war of the most horrible kind is actually deso- 
lating some of the fairest portions of the globe; whilst, 
through our wide extended commonwealth, the jarrings 
of their conflicting interests and passions are unfelt, or 
perceived only as a subject of remote interest and abstract 
speculation: and whilst, with the exception of some slight 
commercial interests to be atljusted, our political relations 
are peaceful and harmonious. At home, we continue to 
advance in resources, In national strength and prosperity. 

An opposition to certain acts of congress has been re- 
cently manifested in some of the sister states, even indi- 
eating a threat of separation from the union. However 
oppressive those acts may be in their operation upon the 
southern states, the character and extent of the opposition 
is deeply to be regretted. The character of our liberty 
is too sacred thus tobe sported with. Separate the 
union, and our free institutions may be forever destroy ed. 
But these symptoms of partial discontent afford no just 
ground of alarm. The character of the American peo- 
ple, the devotion they have displayed te the principles 
of true liberty, and to the constitution which is its palla- 
dium, afford a sufficient pledge for its preservation. We 
have enjoyed too much happiness as a nation and can in- 
dulge tov many proud recollections to doubt the dura- 
bility of our federal government. All attempts at disu- 
nion or consolidation will be met-by the frowns, and if 
necessary, resisted by the arms of an indignant public. 


REPORT FROM THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
Navy department, 27th November, 1828. 
The secretary of the navy respvettully submits the fol- 











towing report tu the consideration of the president of the 


Uni States. 


The various laws and resolutions which were passed 


the accommodation and management of sick and disabled 
seamen. Yielding constantly, through many successive 
ears, a portion of their monthly pay for this object, they 
ave seen no benefit result from it, and have found only 
moe ye aud uncomfortable abodes provided for them 
in old age, disease, and distress. For the future, they 
may look forward to accommodations worthy of the ser- 
vice in which-they have labored and bled. But much 
yet remains to be done. More buildings “u to be 
erected, and further appropriations made, by the justice 
and humanity of the nation. I beg to refer you to thre 
considerations presented in former reports, 

Difficulties have existed iu executing the Jaw of the 
24th of May last, for the better organization of the medi- 
cal department of the navy, arising from what is suppos- 
ed to have becn an error in the wording ofthe law. ‘The 
first section prescribes the manner of admission to the 
rank of assistant surgeons, and requires an.examination, 
by a board of naval surgeons, of all candidates for that 
office, and an approval bythe board. It also requires a 
service at sea of two years as assistant surgeon, and an 
examination before promotion to the rank of surgeon, 
These provisions of the law are in strict conformity with 
the previous rules and practice of this department since 
May, 1824. ‘The fourth section declares “that every 
surgeon who shall have received his appointment, as is 
hereinbefore provided for, shall receive fifty dollars a 
month, and two rations a day; after five years service he 
shall be entitled to receive fifty-five dollars a month, 
and an additional ration a day; and after.ten years, ser- 
vice,’ &e. In acting upon this law, the words, “as is 
hereinbefore aroviied for,” have been construed to ap- 
ply only to those who have received their appointments 
after the examination prescribed in the first section: which 
excluded from the increased pay all the surgeons now 
upon thelist. The first examinations were in 1824, and 
there are none who have been examined previous to their 
romotions,and have been five years in the service, none 
ave therefore received the increased pay, except when 
atsea, and paid under the fifth section. It is confidently 
believed that congress did not intend either to require 
those who were already commissioned surgeons in the 
navy, to undergo an examination, or to deprive those who 
have faithfully served the public for many years, of the 
additional pay, while it was allowed to younger officers, 
Legislative explanation will be necessary to ensure to 
them the advantages which the law was probably intend- 
ed to confer. 

The act making appropriation for the erection of a 
breakwater near the mouth of the Delaware bay, re- 
ceived your prompt attention; and its execution, under 
your sepervision, was confided to the secretary of the 
navy. Immediate measures were taken to advance the 
work. C. C, Biddle, of Philadelphia, was appointed 
the agent for the disbursement of the moncy, and instruc- 
tions were given for his guidance and direction. He has 
executed a bond with sufficient sureties, for the faithful 
perfarmance af hic grr 54. on 

oar agents; and will receive the co 1 

by law tothem. His accounts will be transmitted to, and 
settled quarterly by, the fourth auditor of the treasury. 
The fund and the expenditures under it-will be kept sep- 
arate and distinct from all others. 


On the ninth of June, com. Rogers, gen. Barnard, and 


eet 


at the last session of congress, connected with the duties 
of this department, have received attention, and been exe- 
cuted, as far as the means within its control would permit. 
The ‘‘act for the relief of W. Barton” was executed 
soon after its passage, viz: on the 2ist of May, 1828, by 
the payment to him of $3,357 54. 
he second section of the act of the 26th of May 
tast, for the relief of Francis H. Gregory and Jesse 
Wilkinson, was executed on the 4th of June following, 
by the payment of $13,237 48. 
The sposeeniation of the 24th of May last, for the na- 
- ital 





val heer nd; has been nearly expended, on the erec- 
tion of buildings mentioned in the last annual report, and 
on other objects connected with the navy hospitals; a 
detailed report of which will be made by the commission- 
ersof the fund. ‘Those buildings may be completed in 
the course of the next year, and will be creditable to the 


country, and emimently useful to the navy. Heretofore 


 discha 


William Strickland, esq. were appointed commissioners 
to select a site, and prepare a plan and estimates of the 
work for the approval of the executive, and naval offi- 
cers placed uncer their control to make the necessary 
soundings and surveys. They have been employed in 
e of the dutics assigned to them, and their re- 
port is daily expected, and when reecived will be submit- 
ted to you. William Strickland has been appointed the 
engineer, to superintend the erection of the work. Ad- 
vertisements have been issued, and contracts are now un- 
der consideration for a part of the materials. These con- 
tracts will, in a few days, be exeeuted. Preparations will 
be made during the winter, and in the course of the 
spring and summer, materials will be delivered, and the 
work progress to the extent of the appropriation, An 
additional appropriation will be required during the en- 
suing session. 

Out of the sum of $30,000, appropriated by the ‘‘act 














no houses have been erected, and no system formed, for 








making appropriation for the suppression of the slave 
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to the sentative of Taliaferro Livingston, under 
of the» nd section of thatact. Of the 
sum of $19,904 55 has been expended in 
the s of the agency on the coast of Africa, and on 
other objects. —(See stee A.) ‘There are claims still 
pending and unsatisfied, which will probably consume 
the residue. It was my intention to have annexed to 
thisreport atull and minute statement of all the expen- 
ditures connected with this agency, from its establish- 
ment; but Mr. Ashmun, who bas several times been the 
acting agent, and by whom the greater part of the ex- 
nditures have been made, and especially since the 
Neath of Dr, Peaco, who died, during the last summer, on 
his return to this country. The condition in which his pa- 
rs were left, and the want of verbal explanations, have 
created obstaclesto the prompt settlement of his ac- 
counts, but the fourth auditor is now employed in adjust- 
ing them.. When this is complcted, the claims upon the 
appropriation ean be more accurately stated. 


The concerns of the agency are believed to be in a 
prosperous condition. ‘There are few, if any Africans, 
at it, who occasion expense to the government. The 
houses and other property are in a good state of preserva. 
tion, and will hereafter require but small expenditures. 

On the death of Mr. Rubies, Dr. Randall was ap- 
pointed agent. He sailed from New York, for the agen- 
ey, on the 12th November. So many of the agents had 
died, and so many difficulties has arisen from that cause, 
both in the che lead of the business and property of 
the agency, and in rendering and settling the accounts, 
that it was thought expedient to appoint an assistant agent, 
at a small salary, toaccompany Dr. Randal), Dr. Meck- 
lin was selected for this purpose. 

There are, at this time, in the United States, only two 
persons coming within the description of our laws, sub- 
ecting them to removal-to the agency. These were 

rought into the port of Mobile, in the year 1819, and 
being very young, were, by tie then sceretary of the 
treasury, placed under the care of the collector of that 

ort. Orders have recently been given to send them to 

Baltimore with a view to their transportation under the { 
Jaw. i 

On the 36th April Jast, 2 message was sent by the pre- 
sident of the United States to congress, giving informa- | 
tion that 121 Africans had been landed at Key West,.! 

from a Spanish slave-trading vessel, stranded within the | 
jurisdiction of the United States, while pursued by an | 
armed schooner in his Britannic majesty’s service, and to 
which it was not believed that the law of the 3d March, | 
1819, or any of the other acts prohibiting the slave trae, | 
applied. No provision was made by congress for re- | 


trade,”’ passed the 24th May, 1828, $8,009 20 were paid 
the 


moving them from the territory of the United States, or | 
disposing of them in any other manner. ‘They still re- | 
main in the custody of the marshal of Florida. He was 

advised to hire them out, or otherwise dispose of them, | 
in such manner as to cause least expense, until legal pro- | 
vision should be made on the subject. [tis presumed | 


4 
ce Y . + “eww Oo ee ~ewwese frat, | 
he presen ed Ce this department a claim to the amount of 
their maintainance And support. | ‘Phe | 
amount seemed: to be unreasonably large; but uo effort 
was made to adjust and settle it, because the Africans 


te ~ 


——--——, for 


| $63,272 50. 
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mittee of the house of representatives, dated 21st Febry. 
avy, 1828, doc. No. 244, antl to the reports referred to jy, 
that Jetter. ‘The laws tipon the subject are dated 26t}, 
June, 1812, which ereates the fund; 13th February, 1813. 
2d August, 1813; 4th Mareh, 1814; 16th April, 1818, Oth 
and 26th April, 1824; and 23d May, 1828; which de. 
seribes the persons to be admitted to pensions, and are 
the same, in substance, except as relates to children afte; 
the age of sixteen years. Numerous pensions were grant. 
ed and renewedainder eaeh of the acts of 1814, 1818, ang 
1824. There were 203 granted under the acts of 1814. 
and they generally expired in or before 1820; under the 
act of 1818, 186 were granted, and they expired in or be. 
fore 1825; under the acts of 1824, 159 were granted 
which will expire in or before 1830. J 

It will be perceived by this statement, that, at the date 
of the act of last session, (23d May, 1828,) and for one 
year preceding it, there were no persons in the receipt of 
a pension, under the acts of 1814 and 1818; the pensions 
under those acts having expired two or three years preced- 
ing. Now, the 2d seetion of this law provides for the re- 
newal of pensions only to those who received them un- 
der those last mentioned acts, viz: of 1814 and 1818; and 
does not provide for those receiving them under the acts 
of 1824. The commissioners of the fund have conse- 
quently refused to renew any pensions which were not 
received under the acts of 1814 and 1818. By this. de- 
cision, much complaint has been excited. The law holds 
out the expectation of a renewal of pensions to widows; 
and by this necessary construction of it, that expectation 
has been disappointed. It is not known whether the 
omission to recite the acts of 1824 was intentional or ac- 
cidental. The effect of the omission is, to exclude wid- 
ows from any farther benefit from the fand; and to leave 
the balance which now remains, for the comfort and en- 
| joyment of the seamen who were actually wounded, and 
still survive. For them it would be sufficient. It now 
amounts to $63,272 5U;-and there are but 107 of them 
surviving. Their situation demands the first attention, 
and their pensions may be continued, probably during 
their lives, it the omission of the acts of 1894 was inten- 
tional, asthe commissioners have presumed that it was, 
and have so constructed that Jaw, although by this con- 











struction no pension to any widow can be renewed, If 


the omission was accidental, and it was intended to re- 
new the pensions to widows, then the fund would be de- 
stroyed within the first and second year, and nothing re- 
main for the surviving seamen, unless congress make an 
appropriation for that object. Of the 159 pensions grant- 


‘ed under the acts of 1824, 41 expired in 1827; 26 in 1828; 


20 will expire in 1829; and 72 in 1830. The effect of re- 
newing them aH will be destructive to so small a fund as 
It may perhaps, be proper to add, that the 
widows have already received or will receive, under the 
law, as it is now construed, pensions for fifteen years, It 
is for congress to decile whether they will make an ap- 
propriation that they may be further renewed. 

The usual reports respecting the navy pension fund 
will be made. ‘Thetewe regulating navy peusions have 
given rise to some doubts, which it would be satisfactory 
Lo have rernoved. With a view to exhibit the construe- 
tion which has been placed upon them, that error may 
be corrected, if it exist, the following points of practice, 





did not come within those provisions of the law which 


entrust this department with the direction and control of 


Africans brought within our jurisdiction, and direct them 
to be sent to the agency on the coast of Africa, The 
secretary of the navy does not feel authorised to devote to 


this object any portion of the moncy appropriated for the | 


suppression Of the slave trade. It is important that 
some authority be given by law, to dispose of these Aft- 
ricans, and settle the accounts of the marshal. 


‘The law of the last session, for extending the term of 
certain pensions chargeable to the navy and privateer pen- 
sion funds, has created some embarrassment, and ren- 
dered it necessary to strike many names from the list of 
pensioners. Indoing this, the only construction has been 
placed upon the law of which its words seem naturally 
susceptible. 

For the history and condition of the privateer pension 
fund, I beg leave respectfully to refer t» a letter from the 
scoretary Of the navy to the chairmar of the naval com- 


| 





l'on this subject, are stated: ist. The law of 3d March, 
| 1817, provided pensions for the widows, and children un- 
der sixteen years old, of officers, seamen and marines, 
‘who should die thereafter, or should have died since 18th 
| June, 1812, ‘in consequence of disease contracted, or of 
‘casualties, or injaries received while in thé line of their 
(luty.”” ‘This law was repealed by the 2d section of the 
act of 22d January, 18-4. Since the repeal, deaths by 
disease, casualiy, or injury, have not been considered 
causes for granting pensions to widows und children, ex- 
cept in cases where the death o¢curred during the last 
,war. Applications, which have ‘been numerous, have, 
therefore, been uniformly refused, except in the cases 
| Specified. 2d. By the terms of the law of the last ses- 
'sion, (<Sd May, 1828,} pensions are to be renewed “to 
| the widows and children of officers, seamen and marines; 
| who were killed in battle, or who'died in the naval ser- 
vice of the United States during the late war,” so that they 
may receiye twenty years’ pension. The words apply on- 


| y to the eases of those who died, *‘during the late war.*” 
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The widows and children of no others can, under it, re- 

: ; Under other laws, some pensions have 
pet caer 70 d children of th 
been ted and renewed to widows and c uildren of those 
who Fave died since the war. These remain in the hope 
of some expression of legislative opinion on the point. 
No new ones will be granted. 3d. The pensions to chil- 
dren, in all cases, terminate when they arrive at the age 
of sixteen. The navy pension fund now amounts to 
about $900,652 14. By the 3d section of the act, making 
appropriation for the support of the navy, for the year 
1828, the’sum of $10,000 was directed to be taken out of 
the fund, for the gradual improvement of the navy; for 
the purchase of such lands as the president might think 
necessary and proper to provide live oak and other tim- 
ber for the navy. in virtue of this provision, purchases 
have been made, of several adjoining tracts of land, on 
Santa Rosa sound, and in the rear of the navy yard at 
Pensacola, amounting, in all, to about 3,650 arpens, and: 
costing about $9,080. A part of this land has been plac- 
ed under the care of competent persons, and arrange- 
ments have been made to prosecute the planting and cul- 
tivation ofthe live oak upon it. Inquiries have also been 
made respecting other tracts, which it might be supposed 
to be the interest of the government to retain from sale, 
or purchase, examinations have also been continued on the 
western coast of Florida, with a view to the same object. 

Trespasses continue, in some extent, to be made on 
the timber on the public lands. Every means have been 
used, both by this and the treasury department, to re- 
press them, and with ‘some success. But the inlets are 
so numerous, and tlie coast of Florida so extensive, that 
the vessels in the navy and revenue service are not com- 
petent to watch every part of it, without an entire ne- 
glect of other duties. 

On the 2ist May, 1828, the house of representives pass- 
ed a resolution, requesting the president of the United 
States **to send one of our small vessels to the Pacific 
ocean and South sea, to examine the coasts, islands, har- 
bors, shoals, and reefs, in those seas, and to ascertain their 
true situation and description;” and authorizing the use ef 
such facilities as could be afforded by the department, 
without further appropriation, during the year. To this 
resolution, it was your earnest wish that early and full 
attention should be pxid. 

There was no vessel belonging to our navy, which, in 
its then condition, was proper to be sent apon this expe- 
dition. ‘The Peacock was, therefore, selected, and plac- 
ed at the navy yard at New York, to be repaired, and 
supplied with conveniences suited to the object. Her re- 
pairsand preparations are now nearly complcted, and she 
will be ready to sail in a few weeks. 

_ In looking to the great purpose for which the resolu- 
tion was passed, and the difficulties and dangers which 
must necessarily be encountered, it secraed to be both un- 
safe and inexpedient to send only one vessel. But the 
department did not teel that it bad the authority, cither 
to purchase another, or to detach one more of the small 
vessels of the navy, to be joined with the Peacock. Nor, 
indeed, is their another in the service suited to this pe- 
culiaremployment. But the opinion and wish of the de- 
partment being known an offer was made to it, of such a 
vessel as was desired; being of about 200 tons burthen, 
and calculated for cruising in the high southern latitude, 
and among the ice, islands and reefs which are known to 
exist there. ‘This vessel has been received and placed at 
the navy yard, upon the expressagreement, that a recom- 
mendation should be made to congress, to authorize its 
purchase; and if the recommendation was not approved, 
that it should be returned to its owncr. No money has 
been expended under this arrangement. ‘That satisfacto- 
ry evidence might be had, both of the fitness of the ves- 
sel und its value, directions were giveh to Mr. Eckford, 
of New York, and Mr. Hartt the naval constructor at 

3rooklyn, to examine it, and report on those points. 
Their report fixes the value at $10,000. I cheerfully 
discharge my obligation under the agreement, by an ear- 
nest recommendation that congress authorize the price 
to be paid. Should this not be done, the vessel will be 
returned. 

Measures have been taken to procure information of 
the present state of knowledge in our country, on the sub- 
jects pomted out in the resolution, from our citizens who 
have been employed in the navigation of those seas, and 


who possess information derived from experience, which 
is confined very much to themselves and their log-books 
and journals. An agent has bee fully and success- 
fully engaged in this object and ‘found few obstacles 
thrown in his way. ‘Those who have been most acquaint- 
ed, by business and interest, with that portion of the 
globe, feel the <dcepest solicitude for the success of the 
enterprise. The-expedition will be enabled to sail with 
better guides than are usually possessed by those who 
embark in similar undertakings. 

With a view to give the most useful character to the 
enterprise, it is important that persons skilled in the vas 
rious branches of science should partake in it. Corres- 
pondence has therefore been held with scientific men, and 
some selections have been made, and others are now ma- 
king, by the department, of astronomers, naturalists, and 
others, who are willing to encounter the toil, and wiil be 
able to bring home to us results which will advance the 
honor, and promote the interests of the nation. 

Master commandant Jones will command the Pea- 
cock, and other competent officers have been desig- 
nated. 

The resolution was understood to authorize the use of 
the naval appropriations, to furnish facilities tor the ex- 
pedition: and they have been used for all those objects 
which come within the terms in the bil of appropria- 
tions; as pay, subsistence, instruments, books, &c. But 
there are indispensable objects, which do not come with- 
in any of the items in the bill, and for which, provision 
is required. A bill on the subject was reportetl to 
the naval committee, at the last session of congress, 
and placed on the list of business to be acted upon, 
“ut was not reached befo v the close oi the session, Its 
passage is necessary to accomplish the purposes coe 
ated by the resolution. It does no seem proper to de- 
tail the ‘‘facilities,”? which it is the mtention of the de- 
partment to afford. One of them should be a vessel to 
carry provisions, in order that upon the arrival of the 
expedition at the scene of operations, the exploring ves- 
sels may be supplied in such a manner, that they may not 
be driven from their employment at too early a period, and 
that they may subsequently, from time to time, befurther 
supplied from distant stations; so that no eause but the 
elements may arrest their labors; but they may, at all 
times and seasons be at liberty to pursue their investiga- 
tion without interruption. Other and obvious uses ma 
be made of such a vessel, in the relief which it will 
afford, should disease or death make serious inroads on 
their numbers. A vessel suited to this object is within 
the control of the department, or will either be chartered 
or purchased, as the means furnished by congress may 
permit. The importance of the expedition, in all its 
aspects, and especially in its commercial relations, has 
augmented, inthe view of the department, by ail the ine 
quiries and investigations which have been made; and 
an anxious desire is feit, that nothing should be oinitted, 
which can tend to its ultimate success. 

Several resolutions have, at various times been passed, 
directing the department to cause surveys to be made, 
to ascertain the practical f.cilities ot Charlestewn, Beau 
fort, Savannah and Brunswick for naval purposes. They. 
have been made during the three last years, wad the 
results communicated to congress as they were received. 
They are now completed, and it will be my duty to 
make areport uponthe whole. These surveys, ae 
excented as well as the circumstances m whieh the 
officers were placed would allow, and have probably 
been sufficient to answer the olject of the resolution; 
yet they do not afford materials for an accurate chart of 
the harbors and the approachcs*to them, and assists but 
little towards a perfect knowledye of our coasts, which 
can only be acquired by that scientific survey of the 
whole, the importance of which I have heretofore ven- 
tured to_urge, and would again respectfully suggest. 

All these harbors may, at times, in the future progress 
of our country, afford protection and comfort to a por- 
tion of our cruising vessels; but they are not believed to 
be places where large naval establishments can advants- 
geously be made. Nor isit believed that it would be 
wise to increase the number of those establishments 
which we now have, ‘Yhese are already sufficient for 
the building, repairs, and equipment of our navy, as 











authorised by law;and such as it will probably be da- 
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ring Many years to come. It would be productive both 
of economy and efficient action, if our means were more 
concentrated at two or three well selected positions. 
A great error was committed in the early peri of our 
naval kistory, in selecting, without adequate caution, our 
numerous navy yards; estimating them rather for tempo- 
rary and local objects, than as permanent and extensive 
sources of defence. Immense sums of money have been 
wasted upon them, and necessarily so, forthe want of 
a regular system for their improvement. It will be re- 
collected that this evil mduced an appropriation, on the 
recommendation of the department, the object of which 
‘was, to secure well arranged plans, by which all future 
improvements should be made. 
The board of officers appoimted to examine the navy 

s and prepare these plans, have executed their du- 
ties, at Norfolk, Washington, Philadetphia, Chariestown 
and Portsmouth. Their work has been examined by 
the secretary of the navy,and the board of navy commis- 
sioners, and approved by the president. If these plans 
be well filled up, all of them will promote convenience 
and economy; some of them will exhibit establishments 
inferior to none in the world. 1t is probable, experience 
will show that some improvements and additions may be 
made to them, which wili add to their value. Among 
these it is believed that the one at Gosport may be render- 
ed more important b 
lake Drummond, either directly from the lake, or trom 
the Dismal Swamp canal. Desirous to ascertain the 
practicability and expense of doing it, a skilful engineer 
was requested to make the necessary examinations, sur- 
veys, andestimates, This report will be received ina 
short time. Should it be tound practicable at a mode- 


rate expense, and! do not doubt that it will, the use of 
that water, for the docks, the machinery, all the wants of 


the yard, and for watering our ships, will be a rich remu- 
neration. 

In examining the navy yard at Brooklyn, it was found 
that the nature of the soil, the confined limits, the nar- 
rowness of the channel, and the claims of individual land- 
holders who adjoin it, were such, that a plan could not 
be prepared, which promised much usefulnes:; and that 
it would be especially difficult to form, at some future 
period when congress should see fit to authorise it, docks 
suited to the future and growing wants of the navy in 
that neighborhood. The Saeed was’ therefore directed 
to omit forming a plan of that yard; and examinati ns were 
instituted for another location. The result was unsatis- 
factory. Under these circumstances, application was 
made to the war department for a transfer of Governor’s 
Island, which was believed not to be, in any respect, es- 
sential to the army. This transfer being made, the 
present navy yard, and that island, will afford all the ac- 
commodation which is required. And no further dela 
will tak~ place in forming and executing a plan which 
will promote both convenience and economy. 

The navy yard at Pensacola is the only remaining one, 
for which a permanent plan is to be formed, Its distance 
from the seat of government, and the stae of the yard, 
have heretofore prevented, not only this, but also the ex- 
aminations required to decide on the expediency of erce- 
ting « rail way, which the president has been authorised 
to cause to be erected, if he considered it proper and ex- 
pedient. The yard was established only two years ago, 
and is at the distance of six miles from the town of Pen- 
sacola, and from all comfortable accommodations for 
the officers and others employed atit. It was therefore 
necessary, in the first place, to erect buildings for their 
accommodation, that they might be where their duties 


called them; and such wharves, &c. as were requires | 


ed by our vessels upon the West India station, when 
they entered the port for repairs or other objects. The 
improvements there have not progressed rapidly, but 


ate now in a state in which it would be proper that the 
plan should be made. 


month, «xecute this duty, and make report both as to 
the navy yard and the marine rail way. 

Those parts of the service which ave under thie direc- 
tion and control of the board of navy commissioners, 
have been economicaily and judiciously managed. The 
reports called for, from them, will be found annexed, 
marked G. Inthe building, equipment and preparation 


the introduction of the water of 
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of our vessels for sea, increasing skill- and economy a 

; e 
manifested; and although further improvements wii] 0 
doubt, continue to be made, we have the satisfaction of 
believing that we suffer no disgrace, when our yesse}, 
are compared with those of the most maritime and nays] 
nations. Our navy is yet small in numbers, though y, 
hope not feeble in efficiency. Including the Vessels 
built and building, and for which provision has been mad. 
by law, there are ships of the line twelve; frigates, twer. 
ty; sloops of war, sixteen, and four schooners. ‘These 
are sufficient for the present wants and interests of {),. 
nation; and their increase, to any great extent, wii 
probably not be required for a long period in our future 
history. No condition, of either our commercial or po. 
litical relations, will permit its dimiaution. No probable 
change can demand a large augmentation. Under a wis. 
and efficient administration, our coasts and commercia} 
interests may always be protected by an active force 
not much, ifany thing, beyond 15 ships of the line, 
frigates, 30 sloops, and smaller vessels, and 10 or 12 
steam batteries. Our safety lies in our peeuliar position, 
and in having our small navy in the most perfect state fo: 
efficiency and action. It is gratifying to add, that the 
best hopes are afforded by its present condition, and that 
a gradual advance inthe improvements now making, in 
the erection of docks, and in other respects, will enable 
it, with certainty, to reach that state, at a period not very 
distant. 

The discipline in the service has generally been com. 
mendable, during the past year. In the few instances o{ 
acontrary character, the unfitness of the individual of. 
ficers for the service has been exhibited, rather than a 
general relaxation or wantof energy inthe whole. Thc 
calls of the navy on this point consist of a law for its 
organization; a law for its government, containing a cri- 
minal code, as a substitute for that now in force; a law 
establishing a naval school; and a revised body of rules 
and regulations. ‘The three former have been presente 
to congress, in reports enclosing the substance of bills 
corresponding with the views of the department; to which 
reference is nuw requested. The latter has been pre- 
pared, and, after leisure for examination and correction, 
will be approved. 

The disbursing and accounting officers connected with 
this department, have performed their duties in a satis- 
factory manner; and, so far as information has been re- 
ceived, there has heen no misapplication or squandering 
of the public money. In the settlement of the accounts, 
it often occurs that disbursing officers and others have 
claims, resulting from the depreciation of treasury notes 
during the last war. These claims generally arise from 
the notes having been placed in their hands, as funds 
to be disbursed, and having been charged to them t 
their nominal value. When called to disburse them, | 
could, in many cases, be done only at a reduced amount. 
They were thus charged by the government with onc 
sum, when, in reality, for all purposes of paying claims, 
making purchases, Xe. they had received another. When 
their accounts have been presented for settlement, the 
department has not felt itself authorized to make the al- 
lowances which the plainest evidence prove to be just. 
They thus stand debtors on the books, and have been, | 
believe, in some instances published as detaulters. The re- 
cords are, in this mode, encumbered, accounts remain un- 
settled, and inconvenience is created. Congress have pass- 
ed acts declaring that salaries or compensations should 
not be withheld, where the balances against individuals 
were caused solely by the depreciation of treasury notes; 
which has enabled those so situated, to receive their sala- 
ries or compensations; and thus far, afford relief to them; 
but it does not relieve the accompting officer from the 
dificulty created by this cireumstanece. Could authority 
be given in some form, to adjust these claims, much 





It is the intention of the depart- | 
ment that fit persons shall, in the course of the next | considere 


benefit would result. 
The organization of the disbursing department may be 
good, except, perhaps, in some matters re- 


| lating to the pursers, in which a change would be useful. 


These, depending principally on the rules and regula- 


tions of the navy, ought to be remedied when they are re- 
vised. 


In the active operations of the naval force daring the 


, year, there has been much to applaud, and but little to 
i give pain. 


Ifealth has prevailed, with few exceptions, 
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d these not ofan uncommon character. On this point, } 
‘care is very slight, if any, difference in the several sta- 
tions on which our vessels are employed. 

Our squadrons have been kep' on the footing indicated 


in the Jast annual report A condensed view of them, 


B. They have all accomplished the purposes for which 
they have been maintained. 

In the Mediterranean, piracy, which excited the fears 
of our mercantile fellow-citizens, and induced congress 
at their last Session, to increase our force, has been di- 
minished by various causes. The activity of our ves- 
sels—the presence of flects belonging ty several of the 
principal powers of Europe—the restraints of the exist.ng 
authorites in Greece—and the system of convoy which 
has been pursued, have all operated to this des.rable re- 
sult. Still, there is danger to be apprehended, and our 

uadron cannot be diminished. ‘This danger does not 
arise so much from piratical cruisers, as from vessels be- | 
ing beealmed in the ni ht near the shores of some ot the 
small islands, from which attacks are made, in boats by 
the lawless inhabitants. Against this species of attack, it 
is impracticable, always, to guard by any assiduity n our 
naval officers. There is for it but one remedy, that of 
convoy, which cannot, in every instance, be afforded; and 
is not always con by our merchant vessels, on aceount 
of the delay which it sometimes occasions. In other re- 
speets, our relations in that sea have called for no exer- 
cise of force. 

Peace has generally prevailed among the nations on the 
western coast of South America; and no incident has oc- 
curred there worthy of particular notice. Our commerce 
isnot molested on the ocean, There are no public ships to 
interrupt or annoy it. Should this state of things con- 
tinue, our vessels will have an opportunity to extend their 
cruises to those portions of the Pacific most occupied by 
our merchant ships, and be useful to them in their pur- 
suits. A relief squadron is now im preparation for that 
station, and orders will be sent to one of our vessels to 
return by the Society and Sandwich Islands, and the Cape 
of Good Hope. Objects of much interest, connected with 
our seamen and commerce at those islands. call for the 
frequent presence of a portion of our armed force. 

In the West Indies, no piracies have been committed. 
That scourge of our commerce has been entirely repress- 
ed. Occasional rumors of renewed acts of pivacy have 
ereated uneasiness: but in almost, if not entirely, all the 
cases, these rumors were tounded on misrepresentation. 
The annexed extracts from the commanding officer, men- 
tion some cases of this kind.* ‘The only unpleasant oc- 
currences have arisen from the condition of things on the 
land, and front vessels wearing an acknowledged and au- 
thorized flag. ‘The commanders of two vessels, under 
Mexican colors, and belonging to the Mexican navy, have 
used the pm of Key West asa place of rendezvous, 
from which to carry on their belligerent operations, and, 
in other respects, so conducted, that they were ordered 
to depart, and acall was made on one of our vessels to 
enforce the order. Subsequent obedience rendered ac- 
tual force unnecessary. 

Another incident created some apprehension of injury 
to our commerce. 

In November, 1827, the commander of the Mexican 
naval forces issued a proclamation, inviting those who 
were disposed to fit out privateers to cruise against the 
enemies of Mexico, toapply to him for commissions; and 
that every vessel on board of which might be found ef- 
feets of the enemy, should be conducted to Vera Cruz 
for condemnation or acquittal. Our comiman ‘ing officer 
promptly communicated with this government, and with 
our minister in Mexico. and adopted efficient means to 
avoid the evil likely to result from this cause. Fortu- 
nately, very few commissions were issued; and the treaty 
subsequently formed with Mexico, by adopt.ng more 


liberal principles, relieved as from apprehended incon- 
veniences, 


would discharge so many seamen who had been taken into 
service by impressment,and whose previous occupations 
nad been, in many instances, those of depredation on 
the water, that there would be danger of the revival of 
piracy. Should this reduction be made, renewed zeal 
must be exercised, and thereby serious calamities pre- 
vented. 

‘The convulsions, also, in several of the countries bor- 
dering on the Gull, and the want of regularly organized 
goveruments in many of the ports, offer 80 many causes 
of apprehension for the satety of vur commerce and the 
property of our citizens, as t+ forbid any diminution of 
our force or relaxation in their exertions. 


The continuance of tke war, until very recently, be- 
tween Brazil and Buewos Ayres, and the system adopted 
by the former in sustaining their blockades, by a force, at 
times, inadequate to the object; and requiring bonds of 
those who entered their ports, that they would not after- 
wards enter the ports of their enemy, have given un- 
ceasing em, loyment to our naval force in the neighbor- 
hood of those nations,—The commanding officer has 
been in almost daily correspondence with the existing 
powers respecting our vessels and seamen. A faithful 
view of this correspondence could not be presented, with- 
out transraitting voluminous copies of letters. It is be- 
lieved to embrace every instance of injustice, oppression, 
and wrong to our citizens, which was brought to his no- 
tice; and to have been productive of relief in almost 
every ease which was not submitted to the organized tri- 
bunals of the country. Upon the ratification of peace 
between those governments, he returned home; a relief 
squadron being in preparation for that station. ‘The con- 
tinuance of our small force there will be necessary: for 
although interruptions toour commerce will not arise 
from a state of war, the numbers who will be thrown out 
of employment, both on the land and on the water, will 
probably create mjuries of a different character. 

The distance from the United Statesat which all our 
vessels, (except those in the West Indies), cruise, and 
the difficulty in transmitting money to them, induced the 
department to establish a eredit in London, so as to ena- 
ble the commanding officers to draw either on that city, 
or on the department, as should be found most advanta- 
geous. ‘This provision has, during the present year, pre- 
vented any inconvenience to our squadrons on this point, 
and produced some saving of public money. 


Both in enlisting and discharging seamen, the usual 
difficulties have been found. The ordinary length of our 





cruises is three years; but in consequence of the slow 
manner in which they are enlisted, it is impracticable te 
send a vessel, especially a large one, to sea, manned With 
those who all have three years to serve. About one- 
fourth of all eur crews, when they leave the United 
States, are bound to serve from three months to a yeor 
less than that period.—The vessel must therefore be 
recalled before that time expires, or a portion of them be 
entitled to their discharge before its return. It is un- 
pleasant, ,both to themselves and the government, to 
give them a discharge in a foreign country; but when they 
are entitled to it, our officers have been instructed to give 
it, if demanded, and there is an unwillingness to enter 
for the remainder of the cruise. Some are always so 
discharged, and others enlisted in their places.—The 
only remedies are, either enlisting for a longer, or re- 
calling our vessels in a shorter period. The former 
would violate the law—the latter would create a large 
expense to the government. It is gratifying to state 
that no serious evil has, as yet, resulted from this cause, 
although it has sometime placed our officers in an un- 


pleasant situation, and should, as far as practicable, be 
avoided, 


When seamen demand their discharge abroad, and 
their places are to be supplied, foreiguers of every p** 
tion are taken; and from the manner in which our o~a- 








The commanding officer of that squadron has express- 
ed an opinion, that the reduction of the Spanish naval 
force at Havana, which was satd to be in contemplation, 

*The case of the Carraboo, of which reports have been 


pir received, may form an exception of these re- 
harks, 

















ry enlistments are made, many sucl, are found gg our 
crews at alltimes. They are a cistinet clp-sof people 
from these useful citizens who have sougbe protection ane 
| der our institutions, and made our covatry their home, 
| Very tew of them have their interesss located here or are 
| bound to us by one and all the ties which connect man with 
his country. They prodace a large proportion of the 
offences and insubordination of which we have to com- 
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plain, and when their time expires abroad, seldom re- 
turn; for their home is not here. Instructions have bee 
iven to avoid them in enlistments: and it is hoped that 
the time is not distant when wise legislative enactments 
Will raise up an abundance of seamen, acquainted with, 
and attached to the service, whose interests and hopes 
are centered in our own country. I have heretofore sub- 
mitted myideas on this subject, and respectfully refer to 
them. Legisttive action upon it is demanded by bigh and 
im considerations. 
he situation of ah South America, for several years 
a, has offered temptatians to some of our seamen to 
eave their country for a time, and adventure in the ser- 
vice of another. They have sniformly had cause to re- 
gret the folly oftheir course. A part of them have been 
ound by our vessels in want and Gistress. An uniform 
course has been prescribed to, and exercised by our of- 
ficers: and ope have been restored tothe country, and 
will not be likely again to desert it. 
A few years since, many complaints, some of them very 
ust, found their way to the public, respecting the car- 
ie in our public vessels, ‘The subject at- 
tracted the attention of the department, and instructions 
were given, in 1824, designed to correct any error or 
misconduct which might exist in the exercise of the right 
admitted, and of the duty imposed, by law, in that mat- 
ter. It is gratifying to state, that, during the past year, 
no complaint on this point has reached the department; 
and it is believed, that, in the few instances in which spe- 
eie is now carried in our public ships, it is equally bene- 
ficial to the country, and fair and legal in our officers. 
The marine corps remains in the condition in which 
former reports represented it; and no new suggestions 


Other inequalities, not less striking, will be perceived 0), 
an examination ofthelaw. This advanced pay of the jn. 
tcrior ranks, though not complained of by others, canno; 
fail to — unpleasant and painful feelings. It yio. 
lates the only true principles, upon which compensa. 
tion is made to public officers—that it should be gradug. 
ted by length of service, rank, and responsibility, A 
proportionate addition tothe pay of the other grades 
would increase the amount of the appropriations much 
less than it was increased by these laws, and is called foy 
by justice and propriety. Inno nation, not even in our 
own, has the pay of any officer, civil or miliary, been, 
so low as that of some of the gradesin our navy. It js 
unequal to their services and responsibilities. No off- 
cer cap support bis family at home, and maintain him. 
self upon it, without involving himself in difficulty; to 
avoid which, there isa strong temptation to seck sta. 
tions on land. 

The form of the estinvates, in one respect, fis calculs- 
ted to lead into error, and has produced, heretofore, 
some complaint. ‘They embrace the least number of 
officers actually at sea, and engaged at the yards, &c. 
and all others are stated to be waite orders, or on fur- 
lough. It is hence inferred, that large numbers ef them 
are idle and unoccupied, Such is not the fact. It almost 
always happens, that .more are necessarily employed 
than are stated in the estimates, even in our vessels at 
sea; the lowest possible number being named, The item 
for those waiting orders and on furlough, embraces a)) 
who are not at sea, and that the navy yards; all the sick; 
those who have returned from cruises of one two and 
three years duration; those who have short leaves of ab- 
sence to sttend to important private business; those who 








respecting its organization and interests will now be of- 
fered. ‘The number of our navy yards and vessels in} 
commission is so great, that the corps cannot supply full | 
guards for them. An order was therefore prepared to 
withdraw those from the navy yards at Philade!phia and | 
Portsmouth, and substitute watchmen. This order has 
been suspended for the present, but it will probably be 
found necessary to issue it after a short time. 

A list of deaths, resignations, and dismissions, is added. 
Paper C. 

he usual estimates for the navy and marine corps are 
enclosed. Papers D, E, and F. 

They embrace the same number of yards, stations, ves- 
sels, officers, and men, as those of the last year, and va- 
ry from them in very few particulars. Explanatory re- 
marks on some of the items are’ added. In addition to 
those on the ninth item, it may be proper to suggest, 
that the original estimates, for the number of vessels 
named in the law for the gradual increase of the navy, 
were made at a time when less accurate knowledge was 
possessed of the actual cost of the vessels, than subsc- 
quent experience has afforded; that from the manner in 
which our navy yards were arranged, it was not practi- 
cable to keep separate the materials procured for differ- 
ent objects, so as always to prevent the incorrect use of 
them; that the wants of the service often demanded the 
use of materials on hand, (for whatever purpose procur- 
ed); to fit vessels for sea, and avoid an extravagant waste 
of public money by their detention; and that these mate- 
rials could not always be promptly and accurately replac- 
ed. These inconveniences, it is confidently believed, 
muy hereafter be entirely avoided, under the plans now 
in existence, and the system which is in operation. 

The amount of pay estimated is greater than it was 
last year, which arises from the laws increasing the pay 
of lieutenants, surgeons, and surgeons’ mates; and froin 
the number of passed midshipmen. These classes of 
officers are the most numerous, and a small addition to 
their pay necessarily swells the estimate more than a 
like increase to the other grades would do. I would 

tfully suggest that these laws, just in themselves 
8D* meeting as they did, the approbation of a large ma- 
jority Keongress, have created an inequality which ouglit 
to be remetied, The pay of the oldest captain in the 
service, while in command of the largest squadron, is 
but $2,660; of a captain in command of a frigate, but 
$1,930; while the sirgeon of a squadron, of 20 ycars 
standing, receives $2,490; and ‘of ten years, $2,300,— 
Phe youngest lieutenam receives within afew dollars as 


are preparing for active service at sea; those at the naval 
schools; and those preparing for, and attending, examina- 
tions, of which last number, there are, at this moment, 
about seventy. It will, on inquiry, be found, that, in no 
service, are there fewer officers. who may be termed idle 
and unoccupied, 

In closing this report, I beg leave, again, respectfully, 
to recall your attention to the laws heretofore, presented, 
on several topics of deep and increasing interest to the na- 
vy. A-survey of the eoast; 4n organization both of the 
navy; and marine corps; a criminal code; an increase of 
rank; a naval school; a change in the form, not the 
substance, of the appropriation; a suitable provision for 
naval hospitals; a passage across the isthmus to the Pa 
cific, a system for forming and educating American sca- 
men, sufficient for our wants; are all subjeets which hour- 
ly augment in importance. They have been so repeatedly 
presented by this department, thatit is feared that a re- 
petition of the considerations by which their importance 
is sustained, might induce a charge of urgency unbe- 
coming the nature of this report.—But the greater part 
ef them are so essential to the naval service, that a sense 
of duty impels me onee more to suggest them; and | 
must seek, in the conviction which 1 have of their value, 
an apology for their repetition. They embrace interests 


importunity. Prudent regulation on those subjects would 
advance every thing that Is precious in our naval estab- 
lishment. Our navy, during the short period of its ex- 
istence, bas rendered incaleulable service to the defencc, 
prosperity, and glory of the nation, and never fails to fluc 
its place ih our fondest anticipations of the future, it 
deserves to be sustained, by devoted attention to its 
wants, by wise laws, and liberal appropriations. Res- 


pectfully submitted, SAM’L. L. SOUTHARD. 





TWENTIETU CONGRESS—2d SESSION, 
SENATE. 

Decemler 11. Mr. Hayne presented a memorial of 
sundry master coumendants in the navy of the United 
States, complaining of the inequality of pay between the 
officers of the army and navy, and praying redress; which 
was referred. 

Mr. Marks presented the memorial of the ehamber 
of commerce of Philadelphia, praying that the mode o! 
collecting dutics on imports may be changed, and that the 
warchousing systein may be adopted, &c. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted the following resolation for 
consideration, which lie on the table till to-morrow: 





much asamaster commandant: a surgeun often more. 


Resolved. That the committee on finance be instructed 


much too dear not to be pressed even to the verge of 
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i into the expediency of reducing the duties im- 
deo imported coffee and teas. 
| That the same committee be instructed to 
inquire into the Pe ges of allowing a drawback on the 
ex tion of nails, spirits and cordage, when manufac- 
tured here, from foreign materials. [Agreed toon Mon- 
a. submitted yesterday by Mr. Hendricks, 
for the appointment of a select committee of five on roads 
and canals was agreed to; and on ballot the following 
tlemen were selected, viz. Messrs. Hendricks, King, 
Tyler, Kane and McLane. 

The following gentlemen were also cleeted members 
of the joint committee on the library, on the part of the 
senate, viz; Messrs. Sanford, Robbins and Woodbury. 

After other business, two messages, of a confidential 
nature, were received from the president of the United 
States, through his private secretary, when, 

On motion of Mr. White, the senate went into the con- 
sideration of executive business; and having sat a short 
time, with closed doors, adjourned, to Monday next. 

December 15. Among the petitions presented this day, 
there were several on the subject of French spoilations. 
Mr. Hayne, also, presented the memorial of Mrs. Susan 
Decatur, which was referred to the committee on naval 
affairs. 

Several resolutions were introduced, which lie on the 
table unti] the morrow, in which day’s proceedings they 
shall be noticed. 

Several committecs made reports, which were referred, 
&e. notice was also given by several gentlemen that they 
intended to introduce bills. 

Mr. Eaton, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a joint resolution, amendatory to the 
joint resolution passed on the year 1819, fixing the mode 
of electing the printers to congress. 

Mr. Eaton said, that two years ago an honorable sen- 
ator from Delaware, Mr. Clayton, proposed an altera- 
tion of the law of 1819. An alteration was accordingly 
made to the effect, that the provisions of the law should 
be so construed as to rendera majority of all the votes 
given, at the election of a printer to the seuate, necessary 
to achoice. But the senate subsequently determined, 
by nearly an. unanimous vote, that the amentdment was 
null and inoperative , for the reason that a oor resolution 
could not be modified or repealed by one branch of con- 

ress. Considering the change proposed by the senator 
from Delaware (requiring a majority instead of a plurality 
of votes) as proper and beneficial, he had drawn up the 
following joint resolution, which he offered as an amend- 
ment to the law of 1819: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representateves of 
the United States of America in congress assembied, That 
within — days before the adjournment of every congress, 
each house shall proceed to vote for a printer to execute 
its work for and during the succeeding congress, and the’ 

rson having a majority of all the votes given shall be 
considered duly elected; and that so much of the resolution 
approved of 3d March, 1819, entitled ‘‘a resolution di- 
recting the manner in which the printing of congress shall 
be executed, fixing the. prices thereof; and providing for 
the appointment of a priater, or printers,” as is altered 
by this resolution, be, and the same is hereby rescinded. 

The senate then adjourned. 

December 16. Mr. Barnard presented the memorial 
of the American convention for the abolition of slavery 
within the United States, recommending to congress the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia; which, 
after a remark or two from Mr. Eaton and Mr. Bar- 
nard, was referred tothe committee cn the judiciary. 

Mr. Prince submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire whether any, and what, further pro- 
yisions by law may be necessary, in respect to the tem- 
wor gd disposal and sapport, the necessary expenses, and 

inal removal, from the territory of the United States, of 
any Africans that have been, or may hereafter be, landed 
in said territory. 

A resolution, introduced yesterday by Mr. Robbins, 
for an enquiry into the expediency af amending an act of 
23d of May last, providing for extending the term of ecr- 
taim pensions, chargexble on the navy fund, &e, was 


The following resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. 
White, was taken up and agrtéed to, after he had made 
some remarks in favor of its adOgtion. 
** Resalved, That the committee yn the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriet/gnd necessity of so 
amending the judiciary system of the Gnited States as to 
place all the states ma similar situation) and furnish to 
the citizens of each an equal opportunity ofhaving a due 
adrninistration of justice. ‘ 
Agrecably to notice yesterday given, Mr. Voble asked 
and obtained leave to introduce bills—granting pensions 
to sundry revolutionary and other officers and soldiers, 
and tor other,parposes, and for the relief of sundry offi- 
cers, soldiers, and widows; which were read the first time. 
On introducing the first of these bills, Mr. N. stated 
that no blame was imputable to the chairman of the com- 
mittee, tor their not passing at the last session, but was 
in consequence of the want of time for a due examination 
of the documents, Xe. 
Among several bills introduced to-day by Mr. JoAn- 
ston, of Lou. agreeably to notice, there was one to au- 
thorise the legal representatives of the marquis de Mai- 
son Rouge, to institute proceedings against the United 
State-, &c. 
Mr. Berrien, from the committee on the judiciary, 
made a report authorising the distribution of certain co- 
pies of Jeffersen’s manual, and the retention of the re- 
mainder by the secretary of the senate. 
The joint resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. Eaton, 
relative to the election of a printer to congress, was taken 
up, read a second time and considered in committee of 
the whole, and the blank fiiled with ‘*thirty.” 
Mr. Arught then submitted the following, as an addi- 
tional] section: 
“4nd it is further resolved, Vhat the secretary of the 
senate and clerk of the house of representatives, at every 
session of congress, (inclading the present) when such 
printers are to be chosen, shail severally give notice, in 
three of the public papers, prioted in the city of Wash- 
ington, six weeks in succession, tor sealed proposals to 
be made to either of them of the terms for which the pub- 
lic printing will be performed for each house, for the suc- 
ceeding congress; and that such proposals shall be, and 
remain unopened, until the last Monday in February tol- 
lowing, when those made te the secretary of the senate 
shall be opened by the presiding officer, and in the pre- 
sence of the senate, and these made to the clerk of the 
house shall be opened by the presiding officer, and in the 
presence of the house; and the election of printers shall 
be made at such time thereafter as each house may think 
woper.”’ 
Mr. Knight, stated that a view of economy induced 
him to offer the amendment; and that he was confident 
the printing could be equally well done for twenty-five 
per cent, less. The plan proposed by him was pursued 
in the departments, and he hoped it would be adopted. 
Mr. Eaton was opposed to the amendment on the ground 
that the plan had heretofore caused the work to be ‘*ms- 
erably done,” and was attended with much inconveni- 
ence. ‘The present scale of prices had been adjusted by 
am experienced printer, lately a member of the senate, 
and since that time labor and materials had not fallen in 

rice. He had no objection to the investigation, and 
raving the prices lowered. if too high—he was anxious of 
having the printing welldone. ‘The object of his resolu- 
tion was a simple one, that no person could get the place, 
who was not the choice of the senate, &e. 

Mr. Anight thought the gentleman from Tenn. mis- 
conceived the object of hisamendment. He only asked 
for that information which was necessary to aid him in 
the choice, and which those who had not been inthe se- 
nate so long as the gentleman from Tenn, were in want 
of. ‘The same course had been adopted in the several 
departments. No alteration was made m the original 
resolution, and it was merely an addition which did not 
interfere with it. 

Myr. Eaton could see no object in applying to printers 
for their terms, unless the senate. were to be governed 
by those tcrins alter they were received. He therefore 
moved that the whole should be laid upon the table, and 
the amendment be printed; which motion prevailed, 

A message of a confidential nature having been receiy- 





agreed to, 


|ed from the president of the United States, the senate 
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went into the consideration of executive business, and 
having remained.a short ‘me with closed doors, they were 
Opened; and several bls of a specific character ordered 
to be engrossed, wken a motion for adjournment pre- 
vailed. 

December 17. Mr. Chambers presented a memorial 
on the subject of French spoliations, and moved that, 
all the mexiorials on the subject, presented at the last 
session ofcongress, be referred tothe special committee 
appoinced at this session; which was agreed to. 

After several resolutions of minor importance, had 
been offered, the resolution offered yesterday by Mr. 
Prince, was taken up and agreed to. 

A message of a confidential nature was received from 
the president of the United States, and laid on the table. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Dickerson asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the distribution of 
a part of the revenues of the United States among the 
states, which was read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. Hayne, from the committee on naval affairs, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Susan Decatur and others. 
(This bill provides that 100,000 dollars shall be appro- 
priated, and divided, in ratable proportions, among the 
surviving captors of the Philadelphia frigate, and the 
heirs of those who have deceased: of which the proportion 
to be given to the heirs of commodore Decatur, is fixed 
at $31,000}. The bill was read, and passed to a second 
reading, 

Mr. Hayne, from the same committee, reported a bill 
to amend an act, entitled “An act for the better organi- 
zation of the medical department of the navy;” which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Several bills received from the house yesterday, were 
real a second time and referred, as were many others, 
originating in the senate, among which were bills for the 
construction of a breakwater at Nantucket, for the relief 
of sundry revolutionary officers, soldiers and widows, to 
authorise the heirs of the marquis Maison Rouge to in- 
stitute a suit against the U. States, and to encourage the 
discovery and working of certain copper mines, supposed 
to lie on the south side ot Lake Superior. 

After other business, the senate, on motion of Mr. 
Eaion, proceeded to the consideration of the joint reso- 
lution providing the mode for the election of a public 

rinter; the question being on the amendment offered by 
vr. Knight. 

On this question the debate was resumet] and continu- 
ed for some time by Messrs. Eaton, Johnson, of Ken- 
tucky, Chandler, Kane, Johnston, of Louisiana, and Ben- 
ton, against the amendment, and Mr. Knight in its favor; 
after which the question was taken and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. Chambers then moved an amendment, which he 
subsequently modified to read as follows: 

Strike out the whole of the resolution {as offered by 
Mr. Eaton] and insert: ‘*That the jot resolution, ap- 
proved the 3d of March, 1819, entitled a resolution di- 
recting the manner in which the printing of congress shall 
be executed, fixing the prices thereof, and providing for 
the appointment of a printer or printers,” be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed, so far as the same refers to the 
appointment of printers. ”’ 

The amendment was opposed by Mr. Eaton and Mr. 
Tazewell, and supported 6 Mr. Chambers, and Mr. 
Johnston, f Louisiana. 

Mr. WVoble moved the reference of the whole subject 
to the committee on the judiciary; which motion being 
rejected, he moved its reference to the committee on 
the contingent expenses of the senate; which was also re- 
jected, 

The question was then taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Chambers, and rejected. 

The question then recurring on ordering the original 
resolution to be engrossed for a third reading, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. And the senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Dec. 11.. Among the petitions presented, 
there was one from the chamber of commeree of Phiia- 
delphia, praying for the abolition of the credit system for 
duties on imports, and suggesting the propriety of ware- 
housing all gouds,until the duties are paid—and also from 


the merchants, and others, of New London, Con. praying } 


or duties on sales at auction. 














On motion of Mr. Sprague, it was 
_ Resoived, That the committee on military affairs be 
instrueted to inquire into the expediency providin 
by law that spirituous liquors shall not hereafter be for’ 
nished by the government to the army, except when 
seribed as a medicine by a surgeon, and of prohihitin 
sutlers from selling apirtuous Tauted to the soldiers of 
the army. 

On motion of Mr. Vinton, it was , 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be jy. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of 20 modityin 
the existing laws on the subject of school lands as ¢, 
make the lands reserved within the limits of any state 

ereafter admitted into the union, or of any territory 
hereafter created, a common fund, for the maintenance of 
public schools within such state or territory. 

Mr. Lawrence offered the following resolution which 
was lxid on the table. 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office and 
post roads, be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
prohibiting the conveyance of the mail on the Sabbat) 


day. 

Mr. Bartlett moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to procure four 
thousand printed copies of the report of the secretary of 
the treasurs on the state of the finances, in addition t¢ 
those already ordered by the house. 

On this resolution, 

A conversation arose, between the mover and Messrs, 
Cambreleng and McDuffie. Yhe latter gentleman in- 
quiring into the necessity of increasing the number of co- 
pies beyond the six thousand already ordered, and the 
mover referring to precedents where ten thousand copics 
had been ordered of other documents, less interesting. 

Mr. Mc Duffie said, it was a small matter, and he was 
certainly willing to show any becoming courtesy to an 
administration going out of power; but, wishing to exam- 
ine this report more at leisure, that he might judge 
whether it possessed such extraordinary merits asto de- 
serve the proposed number of copies to be ordered, he 
moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

The motion prevailed—Ayes 81, noes 66. 

In addition to the above, a number of resolutions of « 
private or local character, were offered and referred. 


The engrossed bill for extending the term within which 
merchandise may be exported with benefit of drawback, 
was read a third time, and the question being ‘‘shali the 
bill pass.” Mr. Wickliffe briefly opposed the bill, prin- 
cipally on the ground that it would extract from the re- 
venue 150,000 dollars annually, chiefly for the benefit of 
foreigners. Mr. Cambreleng contended that the aboli- 
tion of the 24 per cent duty was necessary to put our ship- 
ping interest on a par with other nations, and that the 
drawback was never intended for revenue, but mérely for 
the purpose of defraying the expenses of storage, &c. 
Mr. Barney stated that the converse of the position ad- 
vanced by the gentleman from Ky. Mr. Wickliffe, was 
the fact, and that nearly all goods intended for exporta- 
tion belonged to our own merchants. Mr. Buchanan also 
supported the bill, on the ground that the measure was 
necessary in order to place our merchants on an equality 
with those of Great Britain. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and stood, yeas 
153— 


NAYS.—Messrs. Alston, Armstrong, J. S. Barbour, 
P. P. Barbour, Backner, Chambers, Chilton, Claiborne, 
Daniel, Davenport of Va. Davis of S. C. Hinds, Law- 
rence, Lecompte, Letcher, Lyon, M’Hatton, M’Kean, 
Moore, of Ky Nuckolls, Roane, Smith, of Ind. Sprigg, 
Stevenson, of Penn. Sterigere, Tucker of 8. C. Wickliffe, 
Yancey—22. 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the senate for con- 
currence. 


The house then considered, in committee of the whole, 
Mr. Wilde im the chair, the bill to authorize the presi- 
dent of the United States to erect military storehouses 
at New York and New Orleans. The blanks for appro- 
priation were filled with the sums of $7,000 and $10,000 
respectively—and the bill was then ordered to be en- 
groosed for a third reading. \ 

The remainder of the sitting was taken up in commit- 

ee of the whole in considering the Dill to ascertain, and 
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survey the northern boundary of the state of Illinois, 


been laid on the table, the house adjourned. 
wt gy, 12. Mr, Mitchell, of Tenn. report- 
eda bill from the committe on pensions, for the re- 


sindry revolutionary officers and soldiers, which 
ee ph read and committed. Several other reports 
were received, which will appear in their progress. 

The resolution moved by Mr. Richardson on the 10th 
inst. calling for a statement of the amount of duties cre- 
dited at the custom houses of the United States during the 
last eight years, and the effects of the credit system upon 
the revenue, navigation and mercantile interest, was called 
up, and at the suggestion of Mr. Cambreleng laid on 
the table, with a view to its modification. 

On motion of Mr. Ramsey, it was 

Resolved, That the or 7 geen publ lands be in- 

ed to inquire into the expediency of appropriatin 
a af te ublic landsof the United States, to the 
diferent states, in pena to their representation in 
congress, to aid and assist the states in the construction 
of roads and canals. ; 

Mr. Taylor moved the following, which was read and 
laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to this house the names of the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, to 
whom have been extended the provisions of the act for 
the relief of certain surviving officers and soldiers of the 
army of the revolution, approved 15th of May, 1828, the 


sum annually payable to each, and the states or territory 
in which he resided at the time of application. [Agreed 


On motion of Mr. Van Rensellaer the house, after 
some unimportant business, adjourned till Monday next. 
[Our limits prevent a notice of any business, but such 
as is of general iuterest, or peculiar in its character, yet 
sufficient details shall be given to enable our readers to 
understand what matters are transacted by the ‘‘collect- 





Monday, Dec. 15. tthe petitions presented this day 
were very numerous—among them were a number for 
One presented by. 
Mr. Cambreleng, from New York, with seven thousand | 
six hundred subscribers: one from Northampton, in Mas- ; 
sachusetts, presented by Mr. Bates; one from Norwich | 


Win Connecticut, presented by Mr. Barber; one from. 


Buffalo, presented by Mr. Garnsey; one from Lynch- | 
burg, in Virginia, presented by Mr. Davenport. 
Some time was spent in the consideration of a bill for 


go-gua, of Indian descent, which was finally committed to 


[This bill appropriates acertain tract of land to the 
claimants, in lieu of one of which they were deprived by 
the operation of an Indian treaty. ] 

On motion of Mr. Sergeant, it was resolved that a 
committee be appointed to inquire into the expediency 
of making further provision for the support and extension 
of the ailet establishment. 

The pe laid before the house a letter from the first 
comptroller of the treasury, transmitting the list of ba- 
lances, with the names of defaulters, standing on the 
books of the third auditor of the treasury. Laid on the 
table, and to be printed. 

A message was received from the president of the U. 
States, communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the 8th inst. a report from the secretary of state, with 
copies of instructions, and yr yg segeraee with the British 
government, on the subject of the surrender of fugitive 
slaves, which was read and laid on the table. 

The engrossed bill to continue the present mode of 
supplying the army of the United States, and for other 
purposes appertaining to the same, was called up, and 
re-committed to the committee on military affairs. 

The bill increasing the amount of drawback on sugars 
refined within the Ue States, was next taken up—when, 

Mr. Cambreleng, to remove all doubtas to the effect 
of the bills being confined exclusively to sugars refined 
from foreign materials, read a paragraph from the for- 
mer bills, passed in 1816 and 1818; but, lest any suspicion 


refined in the United 
of drawback, when 86 exported.” 


Sage on Friday last. 


**Provided, That this act shall not alter or repeal any 
law, now in force, Pg See the exportatior Of sugary 
tates, except to chavge the rate 





Here ensued a debate of considerable length, which 
lasted till nearly four o’clock, and war interrupted only 
by an adjournment, without taking the question. 

Tuesday, Dec. 16. Mr. Bunser, of New York, ap- 
Mr. Wales, of Verment, and 
Mr. Mitchell, of South Carolina, appeared on Monday, 
and Mr. Wiaéams of North Carolina, appeared to-day. 

Petitions praying for duties on sales of auction, were 
received from merchants and others, of Hartford, Con: 
Pittsford, N. Y. Edenton, N. C. and Nashville, Ten. 

Memorials against the transmission of the mails on the 
Sabbath, were presented from the citizens of Albany, and 
Pittsford, N. ¥. 

The speaker presented a memorial of Morits Furst, 
an artist, who says that, at-great labor and expense, ‘he 
has completed dies for striking medallions of gen, Jack- 
son, and the battle of New Orleans, and praying congress 
to purchase a large number of the same, which he pro- 
mises to put ata very reasonable price. Referred to the 
committee on manufactures. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter-from the 
comptroller of the treasury accompanied by a list of old 
balances against collectors of customs and others, taken 
from the book of the register. Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Sprague, it was 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of Si gor the 
tonnage duties upon ships and vessels of the U. States. 

A resolution offered by Mr. White, instructing the 
committee on commerce to inquire into the expediency 
of extending the right of importing foreign merchandise 
from any port within the United States to Key West, 
with the privilege of exportation, for the benefit of draw- 
back, was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, of Ohio, it was 

Resolved, That the select committee on the publica- 
tion ef the laws on stereotype plates be instructed to in- 

uire into the expediency of directing the distribution of 
t oe to the several states through the medium of the 
mail. 

Mr. Hall, of N. C. ‘offered the following resolutions, 

which were read and ordered to lie on the table, 

Resolved, &c. That the people of the United States, 
in the formation of their governments, did not alienate 
their sovereignty. 


Resolved, That the rights of jurisdiction and soil are 


| the essential attributes of sovereignty. 


Resolved, That the power to execute a system of inter- 
nal improvements within the states, involves the right of 
jurisdiction and soil. 

Resolved, That the power to make roads and canals 
within the jurisdiction and limits of the states, and to muke 
laws for their preservation and protection, and to erect 
toll gates, and to enforce the collection of tolls, involves 
the right to execute a complete system of internal im- 
provements. 

Resolved, That congress does not, under the consti- 
tion, possess this power. 

On motion of Mr. O° Brien, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be ine 
structed to inquire into the expediency of requiring by 
law, that the part or share of every owner of a ship or 
vessel above the burthen of twenty tons, belonging to 
citizens of the United States, shall be specified in the 
enrolment or register of such vessels; and also, in the 
license of vessels under twenty tons burthen. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, moved the following resolution! 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the act of the last session of congress, entitled ‘‘an act 
for the relief of the purchasers of public lands that have 





reverted for non payment of the purchase money,” as 
to authorise the reccivers of public monies to receive 
certificates of forfeiture, issued under the provisions of 
that act, from any land office in the United States, in 
payment for any of the public lands now in market, or 
which may hereafter be in market, and also in discharge 





should remain, moved to amend the bill, by adding there- 
to the following ptoviso: 


of any debt due to the United States for public lands. 
The resolution was ordered to lie upon the table. 
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Mr. Hodges, offered the following, e rendered necessary the stationing additional troops op 
That the eommittee of ways and means be | the Niagara: and also any other evidence in 
instructed wy :nguire into the expedieney of reducing er} the government which may make the employment of » 


repealing the Outy on coffee. : 
he question was put to agree to this resolution, and 


ssed in the rei ‘ 

: The resolution offyed by Mr. Richardson on the 10th 
inst. having been mot§ed, sq as to read as follows, was 
to by the house. - , 

‘‘Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to Jay before the house a statement of the amount 
annually received for. duties ox merchandise imported 
from the first of January, 1790, to first of January, 1828; 
of the annual amount of sctua] and probable losses sus- 
tained on bonds for duties’on imported merchandise du- 
ring the same term; of the amount of bonds outstanding 
on the first of Januar, 1828, and of the aggregate amount 
of. actual and probable fosses sustained in collecting the 
duties on merchandise impovted from China.” 

On motion of Mr... Orp, at was 

Resolved, That the: cofmmittee on military pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting 
a bill to provide for granting pensions for life to the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the revolutionary war not already 
provided for, where such officers and soldiers served 
either in the naval or regular cuntinental military estab- 
lishment, or as state troops in the militia flying camp, or 
as volunteers for a period of,nine months, whether the 
service for that period was performed at any one continu- 
ed time, or at different periods, making up such time; and 
when reduced circumstances would bring them within 
the provisions of the existing pension law. 

Resolved further, That the same committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting pen- 
sions to officers and soldiers as above mentioned, who 
have served fora less period than nine months, fixing 
the rate of pension in proportion to the length of service 
so performed, 

n motion of Mr. Holmes, the report of the survey of 
Cape Fear river in North Carolina, communicated to the 
house at the last session, was referred to the committee 
on commerce. 

The bill increasing the amount of drawback on sugars 
refined within the United States, being the unfinished 
business of yesterday, again eam up, and cecupied the 
remainder of the day. 

The bill was advocated by Messrs. Silas Wood, Weems, 
Cambreleng, and Taylor, and opposed by Messrs. Gil- 
mer, and McDuffie. The latter gentleman offered an 
amendment, which, in its original form, required the 
exporter of refincd sugar to swear positively that it had 
not been made from domestic sugar—but which, at the 
suggestion of Mr. Cambreleng, was modified by the mo- 
ver, sv as torequire the oath of the refiner instead of that 
of the exporter, to the same fact; but the amendment was 
lost—Ayes 80 Noes 90. When, 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, by yeas and 
nays, as follows—Yeas 117, Nays 71. 

o the bill was ordered to be engrossed-for a third 
reading. —And then the house adjourned, 

Wednesday, Dec. 17. Among the many petitions 
presented this day, there were two praying that the 
mail may be prohibited from running on the Sabbath, 
and one from sundry merchants, and others, of Philadel- 
phia, praying that a duty may be laid on certain sales at 
auction. ' 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Hall, of N.C. 
respecting the powers of the government, &c. were taken 
up, and after a brief discussion laid on the table, mo- 
tions to refer it to the committee of the whole, and to 
the committee on the judiciary, having failed. 

A resolution offered yesterday by Mr. White, of Flo- 
rida, directing the secretary of war to communicate to the 
house any report made by the agent of Indian affairs in 
Florida, signifyimg the wish of the Indians to send a dep- 
utation to examine the country westof the Mississippi, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Verplanck moved the following resolution, which 
was read and laid on the table: 

Resolved, ‘That the president be resquested to com- 
municate to this house, if it be not in his judgment in- 
compatible with the public itercst, the information in 
relation to intended frauds upon the revenue which has 


regular armed force necessary for the enforcement of the 
revenue laws. : 

On motionof Mr. Wickiffe, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judie be in. 
structed to inquire into the expedieney of providing by 
law, that in any cause decided by the supreme court of 
the United States, in which shall be drawn in question the 
articles of any part of the constitution of a state, or of 
an act passed by the legislature of a state, that a greater 
number of justices than a majority shall concur in pro- 
nouncing such part. of the said constitution or act to be 
invalid; and that without such concurrence, the part of 
the constitution or act of the legislature, as the case may 
be, ri drawn in yuestion, shall not be deemed or holden 
invalid. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the ganeey be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of paying the 
fees of ail witnesses summoned by the authority of the 
United States court, in criminal prosecutions. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, it was 

Resotved, ‘That the committee on naval affairs be di. 
rected to inquire into the expediency of making an a 
propriation m favor of the navy hospital funds, of the 
amount dae to the said “funds,” from the treasury of the 
United States, for the purpose of effecting the objects 
contemplated by the act ‘‘establishing navy hospitals,” 

A resolution offered by Mr. Ward directing the com- 
mittee on ways and means to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of increasing the annual appropriation for the suppl 
of ordnance, was negatived after a brief debate between 
the mover and Mr. Vance. 

On motion of Mr. Sprigg, 

The communication from the war department, at the 
last session, relating fo supplies furnished the national 
armory at Harper’s Ferry, was referred to the commit- 
tee on military affaus. 

On motion of Mr. Verplanck, 

The report of the secretary of the navy, in the case 
of Henry Eckford, was referred to the committee on na- 
val affairs. 

The bill granting an extension of drawback on sugars 
refined within the United States, was read a third time, 
and the question being, shall this bill pass, the debate 
was renewed, and the bill warmly opposed by Messrs. 
Gurley, and Brent, of Lou. Mr. Stevenson, of Penn. and 
Mr. Wiide, of Geo. and advocated by Messrs, Cambre- 
lenz, of N. Y. Sergeant, and Sutherland, of Pewn. and 
Mallary, of Vermont, when the question being taken, ii 
was decided ia the affirmative, and the bil] nageea and sen: 
to the senate, whereupon the house adjourned. 

'The bill allows a drawback of five, instead of four 
cents per pound on sugars refined in the U. S,} 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 
(From the Nitional Journal.) 

In the senate, the joint resolution alteri 
of electing printers to congress was passed. The bills 
tor causing certain reserved lead mines ih Missouri, 
and also certain reserved salt springs, to be exposed to 
public sale, were severally ordered to a third reading. 

And—In the house of representatives, the resolu: 
tion offered by Mr. Verpianck, on the preceding day, 
asking of the president information on the subject of the 
attempted frauds on the revenue, which have called for 
the military movements towards the Niagara frontier, was 
taken up and agreed to. Several other resolutions were 
offered and adopted. 

The house then passed several bills which had been 
previously ordered for engrossment; and the other bills 
which on the preceding day were passed in the senate, 
were acted on. The house then, in committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, took up the general ap- 
propriation bill for the first quarter of the year 1829, 
and filled the blanks; after which, the bill was reported 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-mor- 
row. In committee, the house then took up Mr. Smyth’: 
resolution on the subject an amendment of the constitu 
tion, on which Mr. S. spoke at some length; after which, 


the mode 





the committee rose, and the house then adjourned: 


ahead 
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